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A  y e a r  i n  r e v i e w  

without the use of fun-
gicides or finding more 
resistant varieties. As a 
result of this project 
potential malting barley 
growers should have 
the agronomic and 
malting characteristic 
information available to 
choose varieties 
adapted to NY when 
that information does 
not currently exist.   

In June of 2012 the NY 
State Legislature passed 
the Farm Brewery Law 
which means to receive 
a Farm Brewery license 
the business must pri-
marily use NY pro-
duced ingredients in the 
production of their 
product. Malting barley 
is an important ingredi-
ent in beer production 
but no malting barley is 
currently being grown 
in NY. To meet the 
demand The Central 
NY Dairy and Field 
Crops Team and the 
Cornell Small Grains 
Project  received a 
$40,000 grant from the 
NY Farm Viability In-
stitute to test for malt-
ing barley varieties that 
will perform under NY 
conditions.  Currently 

available malting barley 
varieties are grown un-
der the drier conditions 
of the Upper Midwest 
and are prone to greater 
disease pressure here in 
the more humid east.  
Preliminary results 
from 2013 show that 
although some varieties 
have promise Fusarium 
Head Blight will be a 
major problem for 
growing malting barleys 

Se le c t i ng  mal t i ng  ba r l ey  va r i e t i e s  fo r  

New York  cond i t i ons   

NY Farm Brewery Law  

The beer manufactured 

under these guidelines 

would be designated as 

"New York State” la-

beled beer. Initially by 

the end of 2017, at least 

20% of the hops and 

40% of all other ingre-

dients must be grown 

or produced in NY. By 

January 1, 2023, no 

less than 90% of the 

hops and 90% of all 

other ingredients must 

be grown or 

produced in NY. 
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Se rv ing  Chenango ,  

Fu l t on ,  He rk ime r ,  

Mon tgomery ,  

O tsego ,  Sa ra toga  

and  

S choha r i e  Coun t ie s  

Corne l l  Sma l l  Gra in s  P ro jec t  te chn i c ian  Dav id  

Ben s che r  harve s t i ng  t he  spr i ng  ma l t i ng  bar ley  t r ia l  

near  Sprou t  B rook .  



He lp ing  p roduce r s  make  f i r s t  cu t t i ng  ha r ves t  

t ime ly  and  p ro f i t ab le  

there was a difference in ele-

vation of fields of over 1300 

feet from low to high and 80 

miles north to south.  These 

differences in field location 

create over a week difference 

of when to begin cutting 

grass hay fields.    

For the past 10 years the 

Central New York Dairy and 

Field Crops team has moni-

tored the quality of first cut-

ting hay crop in the field to 

give producers a better idea 

of when they should begin 

harvest. Producers are 

emailed the results within the 

day of measuring so they can 

make important management 

decisions. Each year we re-

ceive more requests to be 

emailed the results of this 

weekly monitoring. 

This year we tracked 67 fields 

in the teams region and 

worked with Madison County 

CCE staff as well.  In 2013 

Team a ids  f a r ms  amid  t imes  o f  we t  wea the r  and  

f lood ing  

to price corn silage as dairy 

farms were looking to replace 

lost crops and farms that had 

extra were looking to sell.   

The wet weather that started 

in late May and carried 

through the floods of late 

June and early July had a huge 

impact on the farming com-

munity.  Many acres of corn 

were never planted or lost to 

wet soil conditions and flood-

ing.  Hay crops were never 

harvested or late. The Central 

NY Dairy and Field Crops 

Team provided support by 

answering questions on: re-

planting corn, how late corn 

can be planted, what are alter-

natives to corn late in the 

season, how much nitrogen 

lost due to the saturated soils 

and changes to herbicide pro-

grams with taller weeds 

sprayed late.  The team also 

provided information on how 
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Getting the Most Out of Your Feeding workshop participants discuss 

proper bunk silo management 

Wet fields stopped corn 

planting and reduced 

yields 

Wor kshops  he lps  da i r y  p roduce r s  ge t  t he  mos t  ou t  

o f  the i r  f eed ing  p rogram  

wet feeds with proper fer-

mentation and feed out man-

agement, and how to deliver 

feed to the cows daily  while 

dealing with dry matter, cow 

number and actual intakes 

changes. 

Evaluations returned by the  

46 participants showed what 

they appreciated: “To see an 

actual program in process. The 

hosts had good information”; Very 

informational, I was able to leave 

with new information on bunk 

management; Information exchange 

between farmers in their own farms 

The cost of feed (both home 

grown & purchased) is the 

single largest expense on a 

dairy farm. The Getting the 

Most Out of Your Feeding work-

shop was conducted on six 

farms throughout the team 

region so that participants 

have a hands-on experience 

seeing how these farms parlay 

feed into profitable milk pro-

duction.  

Participants learned how to 

manage feed inventories and 

minimize shrink on forages & 

grains, make the most out of 

Alfalfa height is a great 

indicator of alfalfa and 

grass quality in the field 



Growers  lea rn  abou t  soybean  d iseases  and  

m ic ronu t r i en t s  th rough  soybean s cou t ing  p rogram  

P ro je c t  he lps  f a r ms  op t im ize  n i t r ogen  

app l i ca t ions  fo r  p ro f i t  and  env i ronmen t   

W in te r  Da i r y  Mana gemen t  Schoo l s  look  to  make  

da i r y  f a r ms  mor e  r e s i l i en t  i n  chang ing  t imes  

P a g e  3  A n n u a l  R e p o r t :  A  y e a r  i n  r e v i e w  

For the fourth year the Cen-

tral New York Dairy and 

Field Crop Team has offered 

a scouting program to help 

soybean growers identify 

insect pests and diseases.  

The 12 participating growers 

received a scouting card with 

each visit so they knew what 

insect and diseases were pre-

sent and also plant height and 

growth stage.  This years 

scouting program emphasized 

in particular testing for micro 

nutrients through leaf analysis 

and soil testing.  This testing 

will lead to research on the 

effect low levels of micronu-

trient are having on the prof-

itability of growing soybeans. 

 

 

The saying is “bend but don’t 

break” certainly applies to 

how dairy farms need to 

manage if they are to survive 

in the future.  This years 

Dairy Winter Management 

Schools: Managing Your Dairy for 

Resiliency held through out the 

state looked to identify key 

areas where dairy farms need 

to improve management if 

they are to survive.  The 99 

participants who attended 

local sessions in Ballston Spa 

and Richfield Springs heard a 

message that emphasized on 

modernizing facilities, cow 

comfort and lighting to im-

prove health and perfor-

mance for profitability. 

In 2013 The Central New 

York Dairy and Field Crops 

Team has continued work on 

two National Fish and Wild-

life Foundation precision feed 

management and corn nitro-

gen management grants 

through the Upper Susque-

hanna Coalition. 

A highlight of this summer 

was a meeting held at Chesh-

ire Valley Farm owned by 

Bob and John Hofmann who 

have been participating in the 

project for three years. This 

year the Hofmanns have ap-

plied multiple rates of N in a 

field and make yield checks to 

see if suggestions that have 

been made for fine tuning  

how much nitrogen should be 

applied are accurate.  Meeting 

participants were encouraged 

to see if they could tell the 

various nitrogen rates apart 

visually.  The 25 participants 

also learned how the Corn 

Stalk Nitrate Test (CSNT) 

may help them assess the 

nitrogen status of their corn 

crop at the end of the season 

and adapt farm specific rates. 

Dr. Quirine M. 

Ketterings from 

the Cornell Nutri-

ent Management 

Spear Program  

demonstrates how 

to take a Corn 

Stalk Nitrate Test 

(CSNT) at the 

correct height 

Dr. Jerry Bertoldo 

talks about how 

reproductive effi-

ciency affects prof-

itability on dairy 

farms at a Winter 

Dairy Management 

School 



Dai r y  Day  and  Co rn  Day  

h igh l i gh t  o f  w in t e r  mee t i ng  season  

The team’s annual Corn 

Day (February) and 

Dairy Day (March) are 

held each year at the 

Otesaga Resort in 

Cooperstown with over 

a hundred people at-

tending each. Speakers 

may range from farmer 

panels on a particular 

topic to internationally 

known experts in their 

field. 

Building Strong and Vibrant New York Communities 

Cornell Cooperative Extension provides equal program and employment opportunities 

Keith Waldron from the Cornell IPM Pro-

gram  discusses the spread of Western Bean 

Cutworm across NY at Corn Day 

Lutz Feed rep-

resentative 

Harry Bristol 

and  Cornell 

Dairy Nutrition 

Specialist Larry 

Chase offer 

suggestions on 

how to best 

utilize whey as 

a feedstuff at 

Dairy Day 
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