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Our Mission
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pracces, and by providing assistance to industry, government, and other agencies in evaluang the impact of public policies aﬀecng the industry.”
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Field Crops and Soils
Chemical-free Weed Control in Pastures and Hay Fields
By Kiy O’Neil
Each season, we ﬁeld lots of quesons about which
herbicides should be used to control pasture and hay ﬁeld
weeds such as thistles, milkweed, yellow ra0le, jimsonweed,
horseweed, or goldenrod, or… Well, you name the weed, it
comes up in pasture and hay ﬁeld conversaons. Now, there
are plenty of herbicides available that may well control each
one of these weed problems, but rarely without also causing
collateral damage to desirable forage legume species.
Addionally, most herbicides for hay or pasture come with
restricons on the interval between applicaon and when
the ﬁeld may be grazed or cut for hay, from just a few days to
one full season. There’s another way, and I’d argue an easier
way, to control all of these weedy species at once, while also
protecng your desirable legume species, and therefore the
feed value of your forage stand. Mowing.

Well-managed grass pasture at the Extension Learning
Farm in Canton, NY. (photo by K. O’Neil, 2015)

Pasture weeds can be controlled very thoroughly by mowing
aBer animals have grazed. Mowing pasture may seem
counterproducve, but it’s actually a very producve
pracce. Paddocks and pastures can become weedy when
animals eat desirable plants, leaving behind plant species
that are unpalatable, such as thistles or burdock. If le9 as is,
those undesirable species have a compeve advantage over
all the good species that were grazed. Overgrazing greatly
worsens this eﬀect. In the long term, the pasture weed
species thrive and can spread while the good grasses and
legumes have to spend root reserves to regrow. Weeds can
also shade grasses and legumes, further impeding their
growth. In the case of overgrazing, desirable grasses and
NNY REGIONAL AG TEAM 2016

legumes can be forced right out of the stand, in favor of weeds
and undesirable plants. Mowing behind the animals is a good
approach for keeping pasture weeds to a ny minimum. Many
weed species do not tolerate mowing, while desirable grasses
and legumes respond well to mowing a few mes per year.
Mowing just once per year will not be as eﬀecve as mowing
twice, med to clip weed species before they mature and
disperse seed. And, if you skip a year, the weeds will probably
increase again, unl regular mowing is resumed. Mowing
regularly also beneﬁts desirable grasses and legumes by
removing mature stems and seedheads from the stand.
Animals don’t generally want to eat those anyway. Clipping the
mature stems encourages new growth. Keep the mower high,
no shorter than 6-8” oﬀ the ground, for best results. Thistles,
burdock and milkweeds are 3 troublesome weed types
commonly found in sheep, ca0le, and horse pastures and each
can be controlled with mowing. We deal with two types of
thistles in NNY – Canada thistle and bull thistle. Bull thistle
(Cirsium vulgare) is a biennial, meaning it needs two growing
seasons to mature and produce seed. In its ﬁrst year, the bull
thistle grows from seed and produces a deep taproot and a
short ‘rose0e’ above ground in late summer and early fall.
Mowing will not aﬀect the rose0e as it stays beneath the
knives. In its second year, bull thistles send up a tall, ﬂowering
stem. Mowing a9er buds and ﬂowers are formed, but before
mature seed is produced, is ideal for the best control of bull
thistles. Bull thistles generally ﬂower only once. Because of its
biennial habit, 2 or 3 seasons of mowing are required to see a
reducon in bull thistle numbers. Common burdock (Arc8um
minus) is also a biennial. It generally matures in late summer
and spreads only by seed, so well-med mowing is very
eﬀecve for control.
Canada thistles (Cirsium arvense) are a li0le diﬀerent, but a
similar mowing strategy will work. Canada thistles are
perennial and spread by seed and with a creeping root system.
You’ll noce that, unlike bull thistles that are o9en solitary
plants, Canada thistles occur in patches or colonies with many
plants in one small area. Once Canada thistles become
established, a few years of mowing is required to get them
under control. The most eﬀecve strategy for reducing this
thistle is to mow a few mes per season with the goal of
depleng the energy reserves stored in its creeping perennial
root system.
Connued on page 4.
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Mow infested areas when the thistles ﬁrst produce ﬂower
buds. Because they’re perennial and have larger, wellestablished root systems, the Canada thistles will regrow and
produce another crop of ﬂower buds – so mow them again.
Mow each me they produce ﬂower buds (which could be 34 mes per season) and, a9er a few seasons, Canada thistle
numbers will drop dramacally. Common milkweed
(Asclepias syriaca) is also a perennial and spreads by
underground stems. The same mowing strategy will work to
control milkweed, but it may challenge your faith. Mowing
may appear inially to make milkweeds worse, but that’s
simply their strategy to try and survive clipping treatment.
Mowing persistently at the opportune mes will reduce its
numbers and spread. With both Canada thistles and burdock,
ming and persistence are crical.

or even August. Opmal ﬁrst cuKng me is late May or June
1. Yellow ra0le generally does not become well established
in ﬁelds cut at this me as it disrupts seed producon and
survival of this species. Some good news about yellow ra0le
– despite its devastang eﬀect, it can be eradicated with just
a couple of years of earlier mowing as it appears its seeds are
short-lived in the soil.
Mowing is a great, chemical-free strategy for pasture
improvement, but whenever trying to reduce a pasture or
hay ﬁeld weed problem, remember to also consider soil
ferlity. A low pH or insuﬃcient nutrients can lead to or
exacerbate a weed problem too and should be ruled out or
addressed as one of the ﬁrst steps toward a soluon.
Addional resources:

Hay ﬁelds can respond to mowing as well. By deﬁnion, hay
ﬁelds are mowed at least once per year, right? But some hay
ﬁelds can become weedy if that ﬁrst mowing is delayed unl
July or later. Many early season hay ﬁeld weeds have plenty
of me to fully mature and go to seed if the ﬁeld is not cut
unl mid- to late summer. A9er a few seasons of late ﬁrst
cuKng, some weeds can begin to dominate the stand. One
example of such a problem weed in late-cut hay ﬁelds is
yellow ra0le (Rhinanthus crista-galli L), which is a worsening
problem in several areas in NNY. Yellow ra0le is an annual
parasic plant, a0acking grass roots to acquire some of their
nutrients. Heavy infestaons of yellow ra0le can wipe out a
hay ﬁeld. This weed can become a much larger problem in
ﬁelds where ﬁrst cuKng is not mowed unl late June or July

1. Uva, R., J. Neal, and J. DiTommaso. 1997. Weeds of the
Northeast. Cornell University Press, Ithaca, NY, USA.
2. 2015 Cornell Guide for Integrated Field Crop
Management. Edited by W. Cox. Ithaca, NY: Cornell
University Cooperave Extension.
3. Curran, W and D. Lingenfelter, 2009. Weed Management
in Pasture Systems. Penn State Extension.
4. Eaton, A. et al, 2013. Yellow Ra0le: A Grass-a0acking
Weed in New Hampshire Hay Fields. Univ. New Hampshire
Extension.

CCE Forage Exchange
by Kiy O’Neil
In response to the severe drought across much of NYS this
year and the potenal need for supplemental forage on
dairy and livestock farms across the state, CCE has
reanimated its online CCE Forage Exchange website. Folks
with surplus forage or corn may use this site to post a free
adversement for forages they wish to sell. Interested
buyers will access this site to search for suitable forages to
purchase and they’ll make arrangements directly with
sellers. The URL for the Forage Exchange website is below,
as well as a link to a “how to post an ad” video. Be aware
when viewing the video that the website will look slightly
diﬀerent when using diﬀerent browsers.
Forage exchange: h0p://forage-exchange.cce.cornell.edu
How to post an ad video: h0ps://youtu.be/Olrwm9drrgU
NNY REGIONAL AG TEAM 2016
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Farm Safety Week
By Anita Deming, CCE Essex County
Farm Safety week is dedicated to reminding rural
communies that agriculture is one of the most dangerous
occupaons in the U.S. and farm injuries and fatalies are
preventable through implemenng safety plans and using
common sense. The most recent data from the U.S.
Department of Labor indicates that farming accounted for
568 fatalies and an esmated 70,000 injuries per year.
Farming is parcularly dangerous as people (including
seniors and children) live on farms 24 hours/d. Other factors
include large unpredictable animals, large hardened steel
equipment somemes operated on hills, chemicals,
increased potenal for ﬁres, and long exhausng hours
during planng and harvest.
Planning and preparaon can help farmers and homeowners
minimize risk on their property, and protect their loved ones
and employees. There are many places to ﬁnd informaon on
prevenng accidents and minimizing their impact, including
the Extension Disaster Educaon Network (EDEN) h0p://
eden.cce.cornell.edu. They have lists for emergency kits, “go
bags”, and training videos.
In addion to accidents and weather disasters to prepare for,
there are several occupaonal hazards such as hearing loss,
repeve joint damage, lung impacts from breathing dust, and
zoonoc diseases that accompany agricultural work. For
informaon on these hazards contact: New York Center for
Agricultural Medicine and Health www.nycamh.org. They can
come to your farm to audit your risk factors.

scene. In certain cases, they may acvate special teams, such
as the high angle rescue team for silo rescues or the Self
Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) team for entering
certain manure storages. If the incident is wide spread as were
the Hurricane Irene washouts, the State Emergency
Management System (SEMO) or even the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) will be acvated.
The ﬁrst steps in a disaster are to rescue injured people; if
there are too many for the town to handle then they will
acvate the Mutual Aid Plan. As the disaster goes on, there is
the need to idenfy the impact on people, roads, and other
public systems with an eye toward evaluang if this disaster
qualiﬁes for State or Federal funding. This means you will be
asked for esmates of the economic value of your losses over
and above personal losses. Phones will likely be out, so if you
have access to phones, please ﬁnd out how your neighbors are
doing and relay that informaon as well. If you have to
relocate, each town has emergency shelters and there are
County Animal Response Teams for your animals. Be sure to
include resources for your pet in your ‘Go Bag.’
So remember that “Safety is No Accident” and your me
preparing and insuring against disaster may save lives — in
addion to money. Contact your local CCE Oﬃce for more
informaon on what you can do to prevent and minimize your
risk of farm accidents.

Minimizing risks using personal protecve equipment and
doing jobs the right way every me can help workers avoid
illness and injury. Sll, emergency situaons can happen when
you least expect it, and the ﬁrst few minutes are crucial. It‘s
important to have a plan and ensure that everyone knows
what to do in a ﬁre, power outage, pescide exposure, illness,
injury, or other sudden emergencies. These plans should
include: evacuaon procedures, steps to ensure the safety of
others, who to contact, and a safe meeng area. Addionally,
you should have an emergency phone call list for Emergency
Services, hospitals, power, and repair services, and designate
an emergency contact person to coordinate communicaons
within your family.
Just a li0le bit on our emergency response system: When you
contact 911, they will ask you for details of the emergency to
determine the level of response needed and whether it is a
potenal terrorist or mass casualty problem. Providing 911
GPS addresses will help tremendously in ﬁnding the accident
NNY REGIONAL AG TEAM 2016
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Dairy
Powdered Teat Dips: What’s the verdict?
By Kimberley Morrill, PhD
During winter months,
some farms modify
teat dipping pracces
to proacvely reduce
the risk of frostbite in
the herd. This pracce
is more common for
farms where cows are
less protected from
environmental condions in the barn or along laneways to
and from the parlor. Diﬀerent management changes for post
dip management include bloKng the teat end a9er post
dipping to reduce excess moisture, switching to a diﬀerent
formulaon of dip intended for winter, switching to a
powder based dip, or disconnuing dipping completely.
While frostbite is the main concern because it can have
major implicaons to the cow’s health, there may be a
longer, but more subtle eﬀect to the udder and teat health
on the farm, secondary to extreme temperature ﬂuctuaons
in winter. In addion, some of these management strategies
leave cows at a potenally higher risk for mass-causing
pathogens. Teat skin chapping and increased hyperkeratosis
of the teat ends can reduce the ability to achieve clean teat
ends, increase bacterial colonizaon of teat ends, and put
cows at higher risk for mass and higher somac cell
counts.
Some management strategies for protecng teat ends from
harsh weather may not be as protecve as other strategies.
Changes in teat dip products can result in a reducon in
mass prevenon, especially for contagious pathogens
(speciﬁcally Staph aureus) if post dip products are not as
eﬀecve. In Northern New York, several farms will ulize a
powdered teat dip in the winter months, however the
eﬃcacy of this type of product has been quesoned many
mes.
Objec2ve: In 2016, the Northern New York Ag
Development Program funded a research project to
compare a powdered teat dip to a
tradional iodine based teat dip
during winter on clinical mass,
subclinical mass, somac cell
count, teat skin condion, and teat
end health.
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Trial: A total of 331 cows (or 1324 quarters) were enrolled in
the study on January 4th, 2016, and remained on the study for
44 days. Each cow was assigned to one of two post-dip
treatments: a powdered chlorhexidine acetate (0.5%) based
teat dip (Derma-So9), or a tradional 1% iodine based teat dip
(FS-103). Cows were evaluated three mes during the study
for teat end scoring and teat skin condion scoring. Clinical
mass events were tracked by the farm in Dairy Comp 305
and individually infected quarters cultured at QMPS to
determine the pathogen responsible for the infecon.
Subclinical mass was evaluated prior to the start of the
study and at the end of the study by performing aerobic
cultures and somac cell counts of individual quarters.
Results: Linear score increased for both treatment groups
throughout the
duraon of the trial
(Figure 1). There
was a trend for
cows on the
powdered dip to
have a higher
linear score (4.61
vs 4.56), however
there was no
treatment me
interacon. No treatment diﬀerence was observed for teat
skin condion or teat end score.
At the beginning
of the trial, 869
quarters had a
negave culture,
while 459 had a
posive culture.
These numbers
were 1,097 and
231 at the
conclusion of the
study. By treatment, the powdered treatment quarters had a
13% decrease in posive culture results, while the iodine
based dip group had a greater decrease in posive culture
results (21%).
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There was no
diﬀerence
between
treatment
groups for
cows to remain
pathogen free
throughout the
trial duraon
or for cows
that tested
posive at the
beginning of the trial and negave at the end of the trial
(cured). There was a trend for cows on the powdered dip
treatment to have a greater number of cows that were
posive for an organism at the start and ﬁnish of the trial
(chronic) as compared to those cows on the iodine based
teat dip. There was greater risk of new infecon (odds
rao =1.5886) for cows on the powdered dip
treatments as compared to cows on the iodine based
dip.
Quarters were grouped to evaluate the risk of new
infecon. Quarters on the tradional iodine based
teat dip were more likely to have a negave culture
result at the conclusion of the trial as compared to
quarters being treated with the powdered teat dip
(odds rao = 0.6213). There was a greater risk for
quarters on the powdered dip treatment to develop a
posive culture result for a minor mass organism
(odds rao =1.6303) or for Staph aureus (odds raon
= 2.3223), as compared to cows on the iodine based
teat dip. There was no diﬀerence for coliform or strep
organisms among the treatment groups.
Conclusion: Use of a powdered based teat dip
increases the risk of new infecons, especially those
caused by Staph aureus and minor mass
organisms. There is no diﬀerence in linear score, teat
end score, or teat skin condion based on treatment.
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Drought Assistance Available to Jefferson, Lewis and St.
Lawrence County farms
By Lindsay Ferlito
Emergency Farm Loans
As of mid-October, Jeﬀerson County remains a D2 drought
zone, but Jeﬀerson and Lewis Counes have been declared
primary natural disaster areas (St. Lawrence County
remains a conguous disaster area). This new disaster
declaraon opened up Emergency Farm Loans for
producers in Jeﬀerson and Lewis Counes, available
through the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA). According to
their website, “these loans help producers who suﬀer
qualifying farm related losses directly caused by the
disaster in a county declared or designated as a primary
disaster or quaranne area. Also, farmers located in
counes that are conguous to the declared, designated,
or quaranned area may qualify for Emergency loans.” The
Emergency Farm Loan Program is not a funding or costshare program, but a low interest loan. Applicaons and
quesons should be directed to Peter Elmer, USDA FSA
Farm Loan Manager, at peter.elmer@ny.usda.gov or
315-782-7289.
Emergency Conservaon Program
Addionally, the Emergency Conservaon Program (ECP) is
sll available to producers in Jeﬀerson and Lewis Counes.
As described on the website, “the Emergency
Conservaon Program, administered by the USDA FSA,
provides emergency funding and technical assistance to
farmers and ranchers to rehabilitate farmland damaged by
natural disasters and to implement emergency water
conservaon measures in periods of severe drought.”
Producers may receive cost-share funding up to 75% to
oﬀset the costs of implemenng emergency conservaon
pracces. Sign-up for ECP funding began on September 19,
and runs for 60 days, ending on Friday November 18,
2016. It’s possible that cost-share funding will be approved
for pracces that have already been completed this
summer (such as digging a new well), so check with FSA if
you already have incurred some costs. Also, be sure to
check with FSA before starng any new projects. The full
fact sheet can be found online at:
h0ps://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/
usdaﬁles/FactSheets/2015/ecp_2015.pdf.

website, the LFP “provides compensaon to eligible livestock
producers who have suﬀered grazing losses for covered
livestock on land that is nave or improved pastureland with
permanent vegetave cover or is planted speciﬁcally for
grazing. The grazing losses must be due to a qualifying drought
condion during the normal grazing period for the county.
To be eligible for LFP, producers must:
• Own, cash or share lease, or be a contract grower of
covered livestock during the 60 calendar days before the
beginning date of a qualifying drought or ﬁre;
• Provide pastureland or grazing land for covered livestock,
including cash-rented pastureland or grazing land that is
either:
° Physically located in a county aﬀected by a qualifying
drought during the normal grazing period for the
county; or
° Rangeland managed by a federal agency for which
the otherwise eligible livestock producer is prohibited
by the federal agency from grazing the normally
permi0ed livestock because of a qualifying ﬁre.
• Cerfy that they have suﬀered a grazing loss because of a
qualifying drought or ﬁre; and
• Timely ﬁle an acreage report for all grazing land for which
a loss of grazing is being claimed.”
Lastly, producers must be in Jeﬀerson County to qualify (not
Lewis), and funding will be a one-me monthly payment. The
fact sheet can be found online at: h0ps://www.fsa.usda.gov/
Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdaﬁles/FactSheets/2016/2016_
livestock_forage_disaster_program.pdf
For more informaon, please contact Glenn Bullock (FSA
County Execuve Director, Jeﬀerson and Lewis Counes) at
315-782-289, a CCE extension specialist, or Peter Elmer for an
FSA Loan at 315-782-7289.

Livestock Forage Disaster Program
As of Monday Oct 3, 2016, Jeﬀerson County has been a D2
(severe drought) zone for eight consecuve weeks, making
funding available to eligible producers from the Livestock
Forage Disaster Program (LFP). According to the USDA
NNY REGIONAL AG TEAM 2016
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The Right Feed. The Right Time. The Right Place.

The Right Company
Our Dairy Specialists: Terry White, Sco0 Durant, and Mike Watson (ARPAS Cerﬁed)

Gold Star Dairy Services:
Commodity Contracng
Farm Goals 2.1

•
•

• Raon Balancing on NDS Rumen Model
• Feed Delivery on Company Owned Trucks

Ace Hoof Trimming
“We Save More Cows”
BOB LAISDELL, JR
Dairy Nutrion Specialist
315/894-5021
800/564-5021
CELL 315/778/3118
Email - rlaisdell@gmail.com
MATTHEW A. LAISDELL
Dairy Nutrion Specialist
315/894-5021
800/564-5021
CELL 315/408-5041
Email - mlaisdell@yahoo.com

Dairyland Hoof Care Ins2tute Inc. Graduates

Jason Chamberlain

(315) 486-0028

Colton Aubin

(315) 767-1242

We operate a fully hydraulic standup chute for a
stress-free experience.

124 W. Orchard Street, Frankfort, New York 13340
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Merck Dairy C.A.R.E. and FARM Animal Care Webinar Series
By Lindsay Ferlito
On January 1, 2017, Version 3.0 of the Naonal FARM Program takes eﬀect, and will apply to almost all producers
shipping milk in the United States. To help producers be0er prepare for the newest version, the FARM Program
(administered by The Naonal Milk Producers Federaon and Dairy Management Inc.) and Merck have partnered to
oﬀer free online webinars on employee training and animal care. These webinars will cover a variety of topics and
highlight the updated requirements that are part of Version 3.0 of the FARM Program.
The webinars are free, they start at 12pm EST, and they can be accessed by vising the website (h0p://
naonaldairyfarm.com/merck-training-materials). The webinars will be recorded, so if you miss one, you can go
back and watch it once it’s posted to the website (online, click “watch” beside the webinar you want). Addional
training videos on animal care, management, and stockmanship can be found at:
h0ps://www.dairycare365.com/.
Webinar Schedule:
September 29, 2016 – Dairy Stockmanship Skills
October 6, 2016 – Calf Care
October 20, 2016 – Euthanasia Guidelines
November 3, 2016 – Handling Non-Ambulatory Ca0le
December 8, 2016 – Record Keeping and Drug Residue Prevenon: An Industry Opportunity
December 15, 2016 – Building Stronger Herd Health Programs
January 12, 2017 – Ca0le Markeng
January 26, 2017 – Preparing for the Unexpected
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Farm Business
NNYRAP Farm Finance 101
By Kelsey O’Shea
Ever wish you paid more a0enon in that accounng
class? Maybe you’re a bit rusty on ﬁnancial raos, or
looking to learn something new. Each month I will go over
an accounng or ﬁnance topic as it relates to your farm
business, so stay tuned. This month is on measures of
liquidity.
Working Capital: a measure of liquidity, the capital of
business used in day to day operaons. It shows your
business’ ability to cover expenses that will come due
within one year using assets that are transferable to cash
within that same year. A healthy value for this rao is
dependent on the size of the operaon, but generally
should be 25% of annual expenses. Some farms may also
include their available credit into their working capital
number.
Working Capital = Current Assets—Current Liabilies

A healthy current rao would be 2:1, indicang that you
have enough current resources to cover your current
liabilies and have some reserves.
Current Rao = Current Assets/Current Liabilies
What happens if your raos aren’t in the healthy range? A
low current rao does indicate that there could be a cash
ﬂow problem. Ways to help improve current rao include:
restructuring debt over longer terms (so long as the
collateral and repayment structure make sense), cuKng
costs to reduce expenses, improving producon to increase
gross income, or selling non-essenal assets to pay down
debt and reduce current liabilies. Overall, there will be
periods when liquidity raos are not as strong as we would
like them to be. The important thing is to be aware of this,
and work to improve the ﬁnancial situaon in a mely
manner.

Current Ra2o: a ﬁnancial rao used to idenfy a farm’s
liquidity and short term health/viability. It compares a
business’s amount of current assets to current liabilies.

The North Country Ag Advisor is conver2ng to an electronic version.
Please ﬁll out informa2on below and mail to Tatum Langworthy at 203 North Hamilton Street, Watertown, NY 13601, or
email this informa2on to TLM92@cornell.edu.

NAME:___________________________________________ FARM NAME:________________________________
ADDRESS: _____________________________________________

CITY: ____________________________

ZIP: _____________ PHONE: _________________

EMAIL: __________________________________________________________________
I do NOT have internet access and would like to receive a paper copy of the NNY Ag Advisor.
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Livestock
Preconditioning for Profit
By Ron Kuck
Improving the genecs of your cowherd, monitoring their level
of nutrion, and managing them through calving season are all
crical to your success. Precondioning your calves, however,
might provide the greatest dollar return to your me and
management.
“Precondioning your calves is a no-brainer. It makes money
for everybody in the chain and improves the quality of beef for
consumers,” says Dan Thomson, Jones Professor of Veterinary
Medicine at Kansas State University and the host of DocTalk on
RFD-TV. “We’ve got to get more producers to precondion
their calves.”
This message was received loud and clear last month at the
NNY Beef Producers dinner meeng in Canton, NY. Sponsored
by Merck and Canton Animal Clinic, 100+ beef producers heard
from buyers represenng Meyer Foods and Conquest Ca0le
Feeders, LLC on the type of ca0le they prefer. Ca0le buyers,
whether they are backgrounders or feedlots, are demanding
precondioned calves. Precondioning is deﬁned as calves
that are vaccinated, castrated, dehorned, internal and external
parasite control, water trough and bunk broke, and weaned
for 30-45 days on the farm prior to markeng.
In general, vaccinaon protocols are very similar between
those developed by markeng organizaons and those by
pharmaceucal companies. Both recommend that calves be
vaccinated with IBR, BVD, PI3, BRSV, 7-way clostridial vaccine,
Mannheimia haemoly8ca, and Haemophilus somnus. *5 way
lepto is oponal.
Always consult your veterinarian for recommendaons
speciﬁcally suited for your farm and animals.
Most protocols developed by markeng organizaons
connue to include booster vaccinaons as part of the
program. However, more of today’s vaccines do not oﬀer label
instrucons to repeat vaccinaon in two to four weeks as they
previously have. However, giving booster vaccina2ons even
with today’s technology advancements allows for a higher
immune level and a second opportunity to develop a strong
immune system if vaccine failure occurred during the ﬁrst
round of shots. The second round should be given three to
four weeks a9er the ﬁrst round to ensure a high level of
immune response.

NNY REGIONAL AG TEAM 2016

During a presentaon at the 2015 Ca0le Industry
Convenon, Tom Brink, CEO of the American Red Angus
Associaon and a former vice president at JBS Five Rivers
ca0le feeders, cited mul-year data that calves with a full
course of precondioning vaccines and at least a 45-day
weaning period prior to shipping experienced a 30%
reducon in sickness and a 50% reducon in mortality.
Based on the data, Brink calculates that precondioned
calves are actually worth a market premium of about $95
per head.
“GeKng more producers to precondion is one of the most
important issues our industry faces,” Thomson says. “It’s an
animal welfare issue, it’s an economic issue and it’s a beef
quality issue. But the beneﬁts of precondioning go beyond
be0er health. Other posive impacts of precondioning for
calf producers and the enre industry include food safety
and anbioc use.”
Backgrounders, feedlots, and industry leaders, along with
Cornell Cooperave Extension, connue to campaign for
producers to implement the management program that
improves animal health and welfare, increases beef quality,
and puts dollars in your pocket on sale day.
Adapted From the May 2016 issue of Drovers, by Greg
Henderson.

We are currently working with Empire Livestock Markeng –
Gouverneur, to conduct a graded feeder sale December 10,
2016. A graded lamb and goat sale took place October 15,
2016.
Ron Kuck Dairy/Livestock Educator CCE Jeﬀerson County/
NNY Regional Livestock Team
Betsy F. Hodge; Livestock Educator CCE St. Lawrence / NNY
Regional Livestock Team
Michael J. Baker, PAS, PhD Beef Cale Extension Specialist
Cornell University
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Cornell Cooperative Extension Livestock Programs – Fall 2016
By Betsy Hodge
October 22nd - Wool Pool - Extension Learning Farm (ELF), Canton—9:00am
Contact Betsy with amount of wool you plan to bring. Wool should be brought in wool bags or contractor bags and be
clean and dry. Canadian Wool Growers are sending a truck and we will load it that morning. Most producers stay and
work at the pool and then we go to lunch a9er. Locaon will be the machinery barn down the road between the main
farm and the Kennedy Farm, on the north side. Address is 2000 State Highway 68, Canton.
October 29th – Integrated Parasite Management/FAMACHA class – ELF, Canton – 10:00am - 3:00pm
$35.00 per person ($10.00 for addional from same farm) includes lunch and materials. Come and learn about
managing your pastures to avoid worm build-up, the types of de-wormers, which worms they work on, and how to
FAMACHA score and selecvely de-worm your ﬂock. Hands-on training with the microscope and sheep. Registraon
required (see below).
November 4th—Charcuterie – Meat and cheese boards for the holidays – 6:30-8:00pm – ELF Kitchen, Canton
$20 per person or $30 per couple. Learn to use local meats and cheeses to make a delicious tray for the holidays. We
are hoping to have pairings of wine, beef and cider as well. Please register and bring your own cuKng board.
November 5th – Poultry Processing Workshop – 9:00am to 12:00pm – ELF, Canton
Learn to process poultry and cut up a chicken for sale. We will also talk about food safety and regulaons. Mackenzie
Waro, Harvest NY Regional Meat Processing and Markeng Specialist will be present. Registraon required for this
workshop.
November 11-12 – Making Links – Producers “Meat” Consumers – Ramada Inn, Watertown
Friday 12:30-7:30pm and Saturday 8:15am-1:30pm. Call for a brochure. Markeng, grading, pricing, food safety, social
media, meat cuKng, processing, panel discussions, and a dinner with Jessica Ziehm, Execuve Director of the NY
Animal Agriculture Coalion – Animal Welfare is not Rare, its Well Done! Cost $40-$60 dollars.
November 16-17 – Beef/Dairy Tour to Cargill Processing Plant - Wyalusing, PA
We will leave Canton around noon and travel to Binghamton, vising some beef farms on the way down. We will stay
overnight in Binghamton and travel to the Cargill plant in the morning. The plant tour lasts most of the morning and
then we will come home. Registraon required and a block of rooms will be reserved for you to make your own
reservaon.
Also watch for a lamb meat cuKng demo in early December in the Extension Learning Farm kitchen in Canton.
For more informaon or to register please contact CCE St. Lawrence at 315-379-9192, ext. 227 for Betsy or Bobbi-Jo at ext. 237,
email Betsy Hodge at bmf9@cornell.edu, or check our webpage at stlawrence.cce.cornell.edu.
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2016 Feed Dealer Seminars
The Feed Dealer Seminars are speciﬁcally targeted for nutrionists, veterinarians, crop and management consultants, extension
educators, and dairy producers with speciﬁc interest in nutrion-oriented topics. They are designed to blend the latest concepts in feeding and other management aspects of dairies with ﬁeld level applicaon. This year, the topics include some agronomic presentaons. They have been conducted annually as a road show with mulple sites in New York for many years with
an addional Vermont locaon held during the past several years in collaboraon with the Northeast Agribusiness and Feed
Alliance.
Locaons: Held at 6 sites in New York and 1 in Vermont
Speakers:
Tom Overton, Ph.D., Professor of Dairy Management and Director, PRO-DAIRY program, Cornell University
Joe Lawrence, M.S., Dairy Forage Systems Specialist, PRO-DAIRY program, Cornell University
Topics:
-- Forage quality and digesbility – What we can and can’t inﬂuence in the ﬁeld
-- Feeding strategies based upon forage quality and availability
-- Cornell Corn Silage Hybrid Trials – A new look
-- Agronomic and feeding strategies for winter forage crops

Date

Time

Loca2on

Contacts

Nov 14

6 PM to 9 PM

Cornell Cooperave Extension,
Ballston Spa, NY

Dave Balbian – (518) 312-3592

Nov 15

10:30 AM to
2:30 PM

Sue Kinner – (518) 783-1322

Nov 16

8 AM to 11 AM

American Legion Post #27
49 Wilson Road
Middlebury, VT
Holiday Inn, Oneonta, NY

Nov 16

6 PM to 9 PM

Miner Instute, Chazy, NY

Wanda Emerich – (518) 846-7121 ext
117
Sara Bull – (518) 561-7450

Nov 17

12 PM to 3 PM

Ramada Inn, Watertown, NY

Ron Kuck or Tatum Langworthy –
(315) 788-8450

Nov 17

6 PM to 9 PM

Ramada Inn, Cortland, NY

Nov 18

10 AM to 2 PM

Cornell Cooperave Extension,
Batavia, NY

Betsy Hicks or Jen Atkinson—
(607) 391-2660 ext 403
Cathy Wallace – (585) 343-3040 ext 138
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Paul CerosaleK or April Lucas –
(607) 865-6531
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Harvest NY
Are We Entering a Hard Cider Renaissance?
By Lindsey Pashow, HNY and Jesse Strzok, ENYCHP
It’s hard not to noce the interest in hard cider across New
York with devoted tap handles in many bars, restaurants, and
cideries. Ranging in size from Slyboro and Bellwether to Angry
Orchard and 1911, all of whom are calling New York their
home. New producers are popping up across the state to meet
consumer demand due in part to New York’s Farm Cider law.
In early America, prior to the Temperance movement, hard
cider was regularly consumed at all mes of the day and many
hard cider apple variees were grown to meet this demand.
Although cider from any apple variety with fermentable sugars
can be made into a hard cider, certain variees have quanes
and raos of sugars, acids, tannins, and other traits which lend
themselves to more complex and ﬂavorful ciders. Research is
being done at Cornell University on orchard management for
cider variees and in producon of hard cider.
If you’re interested in starng a cidery, we’ve included a
list of helpful links:
Wholesale Applicaon Instrucons: h0p://
www.sla.ny.gov/system/ﬁles/Wholesale-ApplicaonInstrucons-061713.pdf
Wholesale Applicaon: h0p://www.sla.ny.gov/system/
ﬁles/Wholesale-Applicaon-06012016.pdf
Wholesale Fee Chart: h0p://www.sla.ny.gov/system/
ﬁles/Wholesale-Fee-Chart-03112016.pdf
Alcohol Label Informaon NYS: h0p://www.sla.ny.gov/
system/ﬁles/Advisory_2014-7__Brand_Label_Registraon.pdf
U.S. Department of the Treasury – Alcohol and Tobacco
Tax and Trade Bureau: h0ps://www.0b.gov/index.shtml
(Hard Cider is listed under wine.)
FAQ: h0p://esd.ny.gov/nysbeveragebiz/faq.html
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Moocall is a non-invasive

calving alert system for beef
and dairy farmers. It notifies
the farmer around one hour
before calving.
Manage Your Herd
•
•
•
•
•
•

Add cows and heifers by tag
number, name, or image
Set due dates
Add calving events
Keep track of bull used
How birthing went
Phone will ring when
calving sensor triggers

Guaranteed you won’t miss a
birthing experience.
NNY REGIONAL AG TEAM 2016
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Classifieds
For farmers only: To place a free classiﬁed adversement in NNY Regional Ag Classiﬁeds, please ﬁll out this form and mail to: Tatum Langworthy at
Cornell Coopera2ve Extension of Jeﬀerson County, 203 North Hamilton Street, Watertown, NY, 13601. Or, you may email your ad to Tatum
Langworthy at tlm92@cornell.edu. Please provide all informaon requested below. Unless speciﬁed, your ad will run one me only, in the next
monthly publicaon. Addional ads may be wri0en on another sheet of paper. Please limit each ad to 25 words or less and include your contact
informaon. Deadline for submiDng ads is the second Monday of the month for the following month’s publica2on.

NAME:__________________________________________________

ADDRESS: _____________________________________________

PHONE: ____________________________

FARM NAME: _______________________________________

CITY: ____________________________

AD SECTION:___________________

ZIP: ____________________

MONTH(S) TO RUN AD: _______________________

AD: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Cornell Cooperave Extension Associaons of Jeﬀerson and Lewis Counes reserve the right to reject any adversement deemed unsuitable for our publicaon.
Cornell Cooperave Extension Associaons of Jeﬀerson and Lewis Counes do not endorse any adversed product or business. We are providing an informaonal service only.

Livestock

FOR SALE: Large thermal pride oil
furnace. Make an oﬀer.
Call 315-482-9092.
FOR SALE: Military trailers, res like
new. Call 315-482-9092.
FOR SALE: Kory Wagon Model 6672,
good rubber, several to choose from.
Call 315-482-9092.

Crops
FOR SALE: 100-125 acres of standing
corn for sale. Early dent on
8/24/16. Canton area. Greg Hargrave,
315-869-8802.
FOR SALE: 25 acres of standing corn,
102-day variety in the Winthrop area.
Audra and Rich Hickman,
315-212-1386.
FOR SALE: Barley straw for sale.
150-200 small square bales. Arnold
Chapin, 315-854-4513.
NNY REGIONAL AG TEAM 2016

How to Advertise in NNY Regional Ag
Classifieds

Farm Machinery, Equipment, and
Supplies

FOR SALE: Ideal brand gu0er cleaner.
Complete unit, CCW chain, already
removed from barn. Call 315-3488184.
FOR SALE: Rissler TMR Mixer 300
cubic feet. $4000 or best oﬀer. Call
315-783-7823 or 315-783-7074.

Farmers: Advertising in NNY Regional Ag
Classifieds is FREE for farmers. To place an
advertisement,
email details to Tatum
Langworthy at tlm92@cornell.edu by the second
Monday of the month before you want your ad to
appear. Publication is the first week of every
month.
Fine Print: To qualify for free advertising, you
must meet all of the following criteria:


You must own, rent, or be employed on a farm.



Your farm must be actively engaged in the
production of agricultural commodities, such as
milk, meat, eggs, produce, animal by-products,
or feed, etc.



Your goods must relate to farming.

Anyone wishing to purchase a larger display ad in
the newsletter, should call Tatum Langworthy at
(315) 788-8450 for more information. (All income
generated from the sale of ads goes to support
publication and mailing costs.)
NNY Regional Ag reserves the right to reject
any advertisement deemed unsuitable for our
publication.
NNY Regional Ag does not endorse any
advertised product or business—we are
providing an informational service only.
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CCE Northern NY Regional Ag Team
203 North Hamilton Street
Watertown, New York 13601

What’s Happening in the Ag Community
Charcuterie, November 4, 2016, 6:30pm-8:00pm, CCE Extension Learning Farm, Canton.
Poultry Processing Workshop, November 5, 2016, 9:00am-12:00pm, CCE Extension Learning Farm, Canton.
2016 Calf Conference, see page 10 for more informa8on.
Conven8onal Parlors vs. Robots Workshop, see page 12 for more informa8on.
Making Links: Producers “Meat” Consumers, November 11-12, 2016, Ramada Inn, Watertown.
Feed Dealer Seminars, see page 15 for more informa8on.
NEDPA Labor Roadshow, November 18, 2016, 9:30am-4pm, Ramada Inn, Watertown.
SAVE THE DATE - 2017 Cow Comfort Conference, March 20-21, 2017, Syracuse.

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and Individuals with Disabilities
and provides equal program and employment opportunities.

NNY REGIONAL AG TEAM 2016

Page 20

