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St. Lawrence, Franklin, Clinton, and Essex Coun�es by promo�ng produc�ve, safe, economically and environmentally sustainable management prac�ces, 

and by providing assistance to industry, government, and other agencies in evalua�ng the impact of public policies affec�ng the industry.”   
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Field Crops and Soils 
Wet Weather and Corn Weed Control 
By Michael Hunter 

 

 
 

At the �me of wri�ng this ar�cle, this cool, wet weather looks 

like a repeat of 2017. Let’s just hope things turn around soon. 

Not all of the corn in the North Country has been planted and 

what corn is up and out of the ground is looking pre4y 

stressed. This leads me into this month’s discussion about 

weed control a5er a wet start to the plan�ng season… 

 

The cool, wet month of May created some challenging weed 

management situa�ons for corn. There are a large number of 

corn acres that have been planted, but have not been sprayed 

with an herbicide. Much of the early planted corn has 

emerged (hopefully) and the weeds are also up and doing well 

quite well. 

 

Unfortunately, delayed plan�ng seasons force us to focus so 

much on ge<ng the corn planted we some�mes forget (or 

neglect) to make �mely herbicide applica�ons. If you have 

corn planted and it hasn’t been sprayed with an herbicide yet, 

now is the �me to do so. We had very limited opportuni�es to 

plant corn in May due to frequent rainfall and wet field condi-

�ons. If this holds true for June, we will have limited opportu-

ni�es to make post-emergence herbicide applica�ons to the 

corn. Delayed weed control will haunt you the rest of the 

growing season and result in lower yields at the end of the 

season.   

 

If your planned pre-emergence herbicide applica�on has been 

delayed, it is very important to carefully consider your herbi-

cide choices and make necessary adjustments if the corn and 

weeds are emerged at the �me of applica�on. With adequate 

rainfall, pre-emergence herbicides can provide excellent weed 

control; however, once the weeds are emerged they will gen-

erally need some addi�onal product added to the tank mix. 

The addi�onal product could be another herbicide added to 

the tank mix or just an adjuvant such as non-ionic surfactant 

(NIS) or crop oil concentrate (COC). 

 

Here is a likely situa�on that we will encounter this season: 

we have a field with corn and weeds emerged. Do we s�ck to 

our original plan and apply a pre-emergence herbicide to this 

field, or do we need to make adjustments to the herbicide 

program? Fields not treated with an herbicide prior to corn 

emergence need to be looked at carefully. 

 

If you have conven�onal corn in the VE to V1 stage of growth 

and the weeds are s�ll very small, the answer may be as sim-

ple as adding NIS or COC to the pre-emergence herbicide. 

Consult the herbicide label and follow the adjuvant recom-

menda�ons based on the products in the tank mix. If the an-

nual grasses are over 1 inch tall and the broadleaf weeds are 

2 to 3 inches tall, it may be necessary to add another herbi-

cide to the pre-emergence herbicide. If the previous scenario 

is Roundup Ready or glyphosate-tolerant corn, you may only 

need to add Roundup or glyphosate to the pre-emergence 

herbicide program. Again, check the herbicide label prior to 

making any herbicide applica�ons.   

 

This year looks like it will be another interes�ng growing sea-

son. If you would like more informa�on about weed control 

programs or would like to schedule a field visit don’t hesitate 

to contact Mike Hunter (315-788-8450).  
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Several species of cutworms are found in New York; the black cutworm is most commonly found in corn. The adults (moths) 

migrate into the state from the southern overwintering sites on the spring storms and are a4racted to weeds on which they lay 

their eggs. One or more genera�ons may occur per year, but it is the first genera�on which causes economic loss in NY corn. 

Cutworm larvae are large (1 to 2 inches long when fully grown), smooth, dull-colored caterpillars, which curl �ghtly when han-

dled. They hide in the soil during the day and feed at night at the base of small corn plants during May and June. Symptoms 

include missing, cut, or wilted plants. The large, nearly mature larvae do most of the feeding damage. Each one is capable of 

destroying several plants, and damage may appear very suddenly as the larvae grow larger. 

 

The key to cutworm control is to monitor emerging plants closely, par�cularly in fields with condi�ons favoring cutworm out-

breaks. These condi�ons include late plan�ng; weed infesta�ons; low, wet areas; and fields previously in pasture or sod. Cut-

worm problems may be worse in fields planted with minimum or no �llage. Plowing, good weed control, and early plan�ng 

should help reduce cutworm problems. Check fields every two or three days un�l plants are well established for signs of miss-

ing, cut, or wilted plants. Search for the larvae in the soil near damaged plants. Treatment is suggested if 5% or more of the 

plants have been cut.  

 

Cutworm larvae should be controlled while small (1/2 inch long or less). Since the larvae are ac�ve at night, chemicals should 

be applied late in the day. When the soil is dry and crusted, larvae remain beneath the soil surface and will be difficult to con-

trol. Only the infested area and a 20- to 40-foot surrounding border need be treated. Direct the spray at the base of the plants. 

Por�ons of the field may need to be disked and replanted if damage has gone beyond the point of control.  

 

Applica�on of soil insec�cides at plan�ng does not provide effec�ve control of cutworms despite claims by the insec�cide man-

ufacturer. 

 

For more informa�on, visit: h4ps://fieldcrops.cals.cornell.edu/corn/insects-corn/cutworms/ 

 

  

 

Black Cutworm in Field Corn 

Source: Cornell CALS Field Crops, Cutworms 
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Dairy  
USDA Announces New Decision Tool for New Dairy Margin 
Coverage Program  
Press Release 

Release No. 0064.19 

Contact: USDA Press 

Email: press@oc.usda.gov 

 

 

WASHINGTON, April 30, 2019 — Agriculture Secretary Sonny Perdue announced today the availability of a new web-based 

tool – developed in partnership with the University of Wisconsin – to help dairy producers evaluate various scenarios using 

different coverage levels through the new Dairy Margin Coverage (DMC) program. 

 

The 2018 Farm Bill authorized DMC, a voluntary risk management program that offers financial protec�on to dairy producers 

when the difference between the all milk price and the average feed cost (the margin) falls below a certain dollar amount se-

lected by the producer. It replaces the program previously known as the Margin Protec�on Program (MPP) for Dairy. Sign up 

for this USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) program opens on June 17, 2019. 

 

“With sign-up for the DMC program just weeks away, we encourage producers to use this new support tool to help make deci-

sions on par�cipa�on in the program,” Secretary Perdue said. “Dairy producers have faced tough challenges over the years, 

but the DMC program should help producers be4er weather the ups and downs in the industry.” 

 

The University of Wisconsin launched the decision support tool in coopera�on with FSA and funded through a coopera�ve 

agreement with the USDA Office of the Chief Economist. The tool was designed to help producers determine the level of cover-

age under a variety of condi�ons that will provide them with the strongest financial safety net. It allows farmers to simplify 

their coverage level selec�on by combining opera�on data and other key variables to calculate coverage needs based on price 

projec�ons. 

 

The decision tool assists producers with calcula�ng total premiums costs and administra�ve fees associated with par�cipa�on 

in DMC. It also forecasts payments that will be made during the coverage year. 

 

“The new Dairy Margin Coverage program offers very appealing op�ons for all dairy farmers to reduce their net income risk 

due to vola�lity in milk or feed prices,” said Dr. Mark Stephenson, Director of Dairy Policy Analysis, University of Wisconsin, 

Madison. “Higher coverage levels, monthly payments, and more flexible produc�on coverage op�ons are especially helpful for 

the sizable majority of farms who can cover much of their milk produc�on with the new five million pound maximum for Tier 1 

premiums. This program deserves the careful considera�on of all dairy farmers.” 

 

For more informa�on, access the tool at fsa.usda.gov/dmc-tool. For DMC sign up, eligibility, and related program informa�on, 

visit fsa.usda.gov or contact your local USDA Service Center. To locate your local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-locator. 

 

#USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 
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Apps in Ag – Some Useful Applications for Smart Phone Users in 
Agriculture 

By Betsy Hicks, South Central NY Dairy & Field Crops Team 

There are �mes when a latex milking glove only holds so much informa�on, or a pen can only take being used like a pry bar 

so many �mes before it doesn’t write. Pre4y much around the clock, though, having a smart phone on your person is 

normal. As being such, I’ve put together a list of applica�ons I find useful in the ag world – ones that I use pre4y regularly. I 

do use an Android, so some of these apps may not work in an Apple system. Feel free to send me a note on other apps you 

use that should be recognized. 

Disclaimer:  in no way is the lis3ng of these applica3ons an endorsement of any applica3on or product. 

Ca'le Market Mobile – a 

free app that has a few 

great features, including 

USDA Auc�on Reports, 

USDA Commodity Reports, and Market Submi4ed 

Reports, as well as Futures Markets. You can also mark 

your “favorite” auc�on reports, and the app will send you 

a no�fica�on when there is a new report available. The 

app posts some news and resources, and has other useful 

tools such as a gesta�on calculator and calf calculator.  

 

 

Ca'le Breeding Calculator – a free 

app for calcula�ng forward or 

backward dates. You can save the 

dates by animal name or number 

and view them later, as well as email 

the calculated dates. It’s a very 

simple app, and useful for making 

quick notes or determining 

predicted calving dates when 

coun�ng back three months just 

doesn’t work.  

 

 

Breeding Wheel App – this app is 

mimicked a5er the real breeding wheels 

everyone used to use and can no longer 

find pins for the wheel. You can iden�fy 

animals, define a service schedule, and 

distribu�on of calves, dry dates, and 

more. This app also lets you send a file 

with your animal’s data to another 

device so that technicians can provide 

assistance from a distance. This app is 

also free, and best used with dairy 

herds. 

Dairy News & Markets – the latest dairy 

news and advice from experts on markets 

and other topics, in one easy to use, free app.  

 

 

Merck Vet Manual – this is the same Merck 

Vet Manual that has been used as an animal 

health reference for more than 60 years and 

covers all species and disorders of veterinary 

interest worldwide.   

 

 

 

Calf Health Scorer – is only 

available on the iTunes App 

Store. This app u�lizes the 

University of Wisconsin’s calf 

health scoring chart to 

evaluate calf health based on 

scoring clinical parameters 

developed by Dr. Sheila 

McGuirk. A5er scoring calves, 

the report bu4on will show the data you choose – list to 

treat, list today, or today treat.   

 

 
 

Geo Area Calculator – ever wonder 

how big that field is? Need help 

determining the size of a pasture that 

needs to be split up into paddocks?  

This app was my best friend when 

determining both those items. Super 

simple to use and the satellite images 

are fairly up to date, so looking for 

landmarks from a bird-eye view is 

pre4y easy to do. 
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ID Weeds – from the University of 

Missouri’s College of Ag, Food & Natural 

Resources’ Plant Science Division. You can 

search for weeds by common or La�n 

name, or iden�fy weeds based on different 

characteris�cs. 

 

 

Calf Book – this app is more for beef 

producers and is not free, although it 

comes with a free one-month trial 

period. This is the app that I use with 

my herd. You can track calving data, 

weaning, and yearling performance and 

generate reports by sire or calf crop. It 

also can generate individual cow produc�vity by 

keeping annual calf performance. 

 

   

Instagram – I know, this is a social media 

app, but there are so many great AG-

vocates out there to follow when you 

need to feel empowered. Some 

sugges�ons for you to follow:   

• nyfarmgirls – in CNY, the Leubner 

daughters share stories daily. 

• seejessfarm – Jessica Peters from PA shares some 

awesome cow stories, especially on 

#tongueou4uesday. 

• dairycarrie – Carrie Mess always has great shares 

about the goodness of milk, from WI. 

• newmexicomilkmaid – I recently started following 

Tara, a dairy farmer from NM. It’s so fun to learn 

more about the daily care of a dairy farm in a 

different part of the US. 

• dairygirlnetwork – empowering women in all walks 

of dairy – a great page to follow. 

• Cortland_county_dairy – the Cortland County Dairy 

Promo�on Commi4ee updates with the happenings 

of the Cortland County Dairy Princess and other 

local events. 

• nyfarmnet – yes, our very own NY FarmNet has an 

Instagram page. Keep up to date on their 

workshops and events. 

• trinityvalleydairy – Trinity Valley posts 

mouthwatering pictures of all the goodies they 

make and sell in store, as well as celebra�ng Ag and 

Dairy. 

• nyanimalag – The NY Animal Ag Coali�on is a great 

place to find posts for ag-voca�ng. 

• Thefarmerswifee – Krista is a dairy farmer and mom 

and gets real on both topics. 

Bull Search - Genex’s app for 

searching bulls. Directly from the 

app store: “search and sort dairy 

bulls industry-wide from your 

device. The Bull Search app includes 

gene�c evalua�ons on 

approximately 40,000 bulls, 

including Holstein, Jersey, Brown 

Swiss, Guernsey, Ayrshire, and 

Milking Shorthorn bulls. Users can 

lookup bulls by their short name, 

NAAB code, or registra�on number 

to view their gene�c details and 

pedigree informa�on. Ac�ve bulls can be sorted or 

filtered by a main gene�c index or individual traits. 

Ideal Commercial Cow (ICC$) index values are available 

on GENEX Holstein and Jersey bulls. The app includes 

file export op�ons. Export a list of bulls with their 

gene�c trait details to an Excel or CSV file. The file can 

be saved to the user’s device, emailed, or sent via text 

message. A5er the ini�al download of data, an internet 

connec�on is not needed for searching or sor�ng 

bulls. Users will be no�fied when new gene�c data is 

available for download.” 

 

 

 

BCS Cowdi=on – Bayer’s app for 

simplifying and standardizing dairy 

cow body condi�on. This app allows 

you to save cows and track changes 

in BCS over �me. It will sync with 

herd management so5ware on farm 

as well. It u�lizes your phone’s 

camera to line up the cow you’re 

measuring with a cow silhoue4e to determine BCS.   

 

 

 

Livestocked – another free app to 

track herd performance with a 

business mindset. This app can be 

accessed via smart phone or 

computer, and can track herd 

informa�on, semen, and embryo 

inventory, sales and financials, as 

well as pasture. This app is also 

mul�-species and can be used for 

ca4le, sheep, goats, pigs, alpacas, 

and llamas.   
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Photo taken by CCE of Jefferson County 

Dates & Locations:Dates & Locations:Dates & Locations:Dates & Locations:    

March 28th, 2019March 28th, 2019March 28th, 2019March 28th, 2019    
Peru, NYPeru, NYPeru, NYPeru, NY    

9 to 11 AM9 to 11 AM9 to 11 AM9 to 11 AM    

    
    

March 28th, 2019March 28th, 2019March 28th, 2019March 28th, 2019    
PAPA’s DairyPAPA’s DairyPAPA’s DairyPAPA’s Dairy    

North Bangor, NYNorth Bangor, NYNorth Bangor, NYNorth Bangor, NY    

1 to 3 PM1 to 3 PM1 to 3 PM1 to 3 PM    

    
    

March 29th, 2019March 29th, 2019March 29th, 2019March 29th, 2019    
TBATBATBATBA    

    
 

  
 

March 29th, 2019March 29th, 2019March 29th, 2019March 29th, 2019    
Lewis Lewis Lewis Lewis ----Jefferson Jefferson Jefferson Jefferson     

Community Education Community Education Community Education Community Education 

CenterCenterCenterCenter    

7395 East Rd, 7395 East Rd, 7395 East Rd, 7395 East Rd,     

Lowville, NYLowville, NYLowville, NYLowville, NY    

1:30 to 3:30 PM1:30 to 3:30 PM1:30 to 3:30 PM1:30 to 3:30 PM 
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Farm Business Management 
Farm Finance 101 

By Kelsey O’Shea 

Ever wish you paid more a4en�on in that accoun�ng class? Maybe you’re a bit rusty on financial ra�os, or looking to learn 

something new. Each month I will go over an accoun�ng or finance topic as it relates to your farm business, so stay tuned. This 

month is on calcula�ng and planning for family living costs. 

 

While milk prices con�nue to be stagnant, �me presses on and  your business s�ll needs to move forward. Maybe you are look-

ing for a way to become more efficient, or maybe there is a next genera�on you would like to bring home. In either case, it is 

important to quan�fy the financial improvement needed to keep up with infla�on or bring in another partner. The first step in 

planning  is to calculate how much addi�onal profit your business will need to generate to keep up your standard of living or 

pay a new partner.   

 

• In general, family living or draws can account for 10-15% of gross farm revenue. So in the case of $300,000 of gross reve-

nue, at 15% this would be $45,000 of family living per year. 

• Each year, infla�on costs can be assumed at a minimum of 3%, meaning that your cost of living goes up 3% each year. So 

if $45,000 is the cost of living, you would need $46,350 in the next year or $9,000 of addi�onal gross income with the 

assumed 3% increase in expenses. 

• It is important to note that increasing income may not 

always be a possibility, so in exchange of that, expenses 

could be reduced or diversifica�on/other enterprises 

could be explored. 

• If another partner/genera�on is looking to return to the 

farm, how much will that next genera�on need? Let’s 

assume 10%. So with our first example that would be 

$30,000 that would need to become available either 

through increased gross income from the same produc-

�on sources, increasing producing units, or decreased 

expenses.   

 

Family living is always difficult to calculate given that each per-

son requires something different. These are provided as guide-

lines for planning the next step in your business. As the prices 

and markets con�nue to fluctuate and change, it is impera�ve 

you evaluate your goals regularly. Budge�ng and planning can 

allow you to make changes in your business that have real 

quan�ta�ve impacts. Should you want assistance with your 

farm budget or plan, contact Kelsey O’Shea at 

kio3@cornell.edu. 
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Other 

CC0 

Once again we find ourselves watching the calendar days flipping by with con�nued wet weather keeping farmers from work-

ing in the field. If the wet weather con�nues to keep farmers from plan�ng their corn and soybeans, it prevents them from a 

�mely harvest of first cu<ng hay crops. This not only reduces the quality but sets the stage for the rest of the hay harvest 

throughout the summer. For those farmers that purchased crop insurance on their corn or soybeans they can sleep a li4le easi-

er at night. This is because they have op�ons to leave fallow those fields that are too wet to plant or are drowned a5er they are 

planted by using the “Prevented Plan�ng” or “Replant” op�ons of their crop insurance policy.  

 

A number of farmers I have interviewed claim their sole reason for buying crop insurance is for the prevented plan�ng op�on 

which is available on corn and soybean policies. Prevented plan�ng decisions should be made as you approach the final 

plan�ng date for the crop. In New York, June 10th is the Final Plan�ng Date for soybeans, and for silage and grain corn. 

 

Replant payments 

You must have a loss of the lesser of 20 acres or 20% of the insured planted acres to qualify for a Replant payment. Be sure to 

contact your crop insurance agent once you decide Replant is needed. Do not destroy any evidence of the ini�al plan�ng be-

fore repor�ng the loss to your sales agent. 

 

Prevented Plan=ng 

Prevented Plan�ng can be claimed as any insurable cause of loss that keeps you out of the fields prior to 6/10/2019, providing 

the cause is general in the area, and other requirements are met. If a farmer applies for prevented plan�ng they will receive 

55% of the crop’s guarantee for corn and 60% of the crop’s guarantee for soybeans. When signing up for crop insurance farm-

ers have the op�on to increase their prevented planning coverage by 5% of their guarantee by paying a premium. 

 

One added decision farmers will need to make this year is the possibility of “Market Facilita�on Program” payments being 

made by the government. If Prevented Plan�ng is used those acres will have no bushels to apply for such payments. 

 

If your plan�ng is delayed or prevented due to an insurable cause, be sure to no�fy your crop insurance agent in wri�ng within 

72 hours of the final plan�ng date for the affected crop. Addi�onally, if you par�cipate in Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, 

it is important to report your prevented plan�ng acreage within 15 calendar days a5er the final plan�ng date for the crop in 

order to receive prevented plan�ng acreage credit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Claim Prevented Plan!ng losses before June 10th. 

Wet Spring and Crop Insurance Options 

By Fay Benson, South Central NY Dairy & Field Crops Team 
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Are you interested in advertising in   

The North Country Ag Advisor? 

We reach ag communities across Jefferson, Lewis, Franklin, 

Essex, Clinton, and St. Lawrence Counties. 

For more information, contact:  

Tatum Langworthy 

315-788-8450 or tlm92@cornell.edu 

It’s that time of year to RENEW It’s that time of year to RENEW It’s that time of year to RENEW It’s that time of year to RENEW your subscription 

or sign up to receive a paper version of  

the North country Ag Advisorthe North country Ag Advisorthe North country Ag Advisorthe North country Ag Advisor    

 Subscribe to the paper version of the North Country Ag Advisor for the low cost of $15/year.  

Return this filled out form along with a check or money order for $15 to Tatum Langworthy, Cornell 

Coopera�ve Extension, North Country Regional Ag Team, 203 North Hamilton Street, Watertown, NY 

13601. We’ll send you the newsle4er each month. Subscrip�ons expire a year to date. 

 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Farm Name: __________________________________________________________________________ 

Street Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________________       State: ________________  

Zip code: __________________             Phone number: ___________________________________ 
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What’s Happening in the Ag CommunityWhat’s Happening in the Ag CommunityWhat’s Happening in the Ag CommunityWhat’s Happening in the Ag Community    

CCE North Country Regional Ag Team 

203 North Hamilton Street 

Watertown, New York 13601 

Please note that Cornell University Coopera�ve Extension, nor any representa�ve thereof, makes any representa�on of any 

warranty, express or implied, of any par�cular result or applica�on of the informa�on provided by us or regarding any product. If a 

product or pes�cide is involved, it is the sole responsibility of the User to read and follow all product labelling and instruc�ons and 

to check with the manufacturer or supplier for the most recent informa�on. Nothing contained in this informa�on should be 

interpreted as an express or implied endorsement of any par�cular product, or as cri�cism of unnamed products. The informa�on 

we provide is not a subs�tute for pes�cide labeling.   

Jefferson County Day at the Farm, June 15, 10am-2pm, Murrock Farms, 24658 NYS Route 283, Watertown 

Lewis County 5K Milk Run/Walk, June 15, Lewis County Fairgrounds, Lowville 

Jefferson County Dairyland Fes3val, June 7, Dulles State Office Building, Watertown 


