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W ith the advent of spring weather, and most of us suffering varying 

degrees of cabin fever, the rush will 

soon be on to empty those manure 

storages. With that in mind, I offer the 

following reminder: 
 

1. Thou shalt not spread manure 

within 20ô of a ditch, intermittent 

stream, or surface inlet unless 

injected or immediately 

incorporated. Thou shalt record the 

date and time of such application. 

2. Thou shalt not spread manure 

within 100ô of a pond, lake, 

wetland, or perennial stream unless 

an adequate vegetated buffer strip 

has been established, then thou may 

not spread closer than 35ô. 

3. Thou shalt not apply manure in fall 

or winter to open ground on high 

leaching index fields without first 

planting winter hardy cover crops 

where manure will be applied. 

4. Thou shalt not spread manure on 

saturated, frozen, or snow covered 

soils unless such spreading is 

absolutely necessary. When 

absolutely necessary, thou shalt not 

spread within 48 hours of a 

predicted rainfall, snowmelt, or 

other runoff conditions. 

5. Thou shalt not spread manure 

within 100ô of any well ï yours or 

your neighborôs well. Thou shalt 

know where wells border thy fields 

and the potential for groundwater 

contamination from thy farmôs 

activity! Thou shalt request 

information on the location of thy 

neighborôs (or rental landownerôs) 

wells. 

By: Timothy X. Terry, Dairy Strategic Planning Specialist, Harvest NY 

Continued on page 3 

10 Commandments of Manure Application 

(King James version) 
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Mission Statement 

The NWNY Dairy, Livestock & Field Crops team will provide lifelong 

education to the people of the agricultural community to assist them in 

achieving their goals. Through education programs & opportunities, the 

NWNY Team seeks to build producersô capacities to: 

§ Enhance the profitability of their business 

§ Practice environmental stewardship 

§ Enhance employee & family well-being in a safe work environment 

§ Provide safe, healthful agricultural products 

§ Provide leadership for enhancing relationships between agricultural 
sector, neighbors & the general public. 

 
Ag Focus 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of 
 

Genesee·Livingston·Monroe 
Niagara·Ontario·Orleans·Seneca 

Wayne·Wyoming·Yates 
 
 

Ag Focus is published Monthly by the 
NWNY Team of CCE / PRO-DAIRY 

 
 

Contributing Editors: 
Jerry Bertoldo - Libby Eiholzer 
Nancy Glazier - John Hanchar 

Joan Sinclair Petzen - Mike Stanyard 
Bill Verbeten 

 
 

Layout/Design: Cathy Wallace 
 

Postmaster Send Address Changes: 
NWNY TeamðCathy Wallace 

420 E. Main Street, Batavia, NY 14020 
 

Direct all inquiries & correspondence on advertising 
space and rates to Cathy Wallace, advertising repre-
sentative at 585.343.3040 x 138 Fax: 585.343.1275 

 
Also Serving 

 
Monroe 

2449 St. Paul Blvd. 
Rochester, NY 14617 
585.753.2550 

 
Orleans 

12690 State Route 31 
Albion, NY 14411 
585.798.4265 

 
Seneca 

308 Main Street Shop Centre 
Waterloo, NY 13165 
315.539.9252 

 
 

 

To simplify information, brand names of products may be used in 
this publication. No endorsement is intended, nor is criticism im-
plied of similar products not named. 
 

Every effort has been made to provide correct, complete and up-to-
date pesticide recommendations. Changes occur constantly & 
human errors are still possible. These recommendations are not a 
substitute for pesticide labeling. Please read the label before ap-
plying pesticides. 
 

By law and purpose, Cooperative Extension is dedicated to serving 
the people on a non-discriminatory basis. 

Bill Verbeten 
Field Crops & Soils 

 

Niagara County 
585.313.4457 (cell) 
wdv6@cornell.edu 

http://billsforagefiles.blogspot.com 

Mike Stanyard 
Field Crops & IPM 
 

Wayne County 
315.331.8415 x 123 (office) 
585.764.8452 (cell) 
mjs88@cornell.edu 

John Hanchar 
Farm Business 
 

Livingston County 
585.991.5438 (office) 
585.233.9249 (cell) 
jjh6@cornell.edu 

Nancy Glazier 
Small Farms, Livestock  

 

Yates County 
315.536.5123 (office) 
585.315.7746 (cell) 
nig3@cornell.edu 

Jerry Bertoldo 
Dairy Management 

 

Genesee County 
585.343.3040 x 133 (office) 

585.281.6816 (cell) 
grb23@cornell.edu 

Joan Sinclair Petzen 
Farm Business Management 

 

Wyoming County 
585.786.2251 (office) 
716.378.5267 (cell) 
jsp10@cornell.edu 

Libby Eiholzer 
Bilingual Dairy Management 
 

Ontario County 
607.793.4847 (cell) 
585.394.0377 (fax) 
geg24@cornell.edu 

AG FOCUS APRIL 2015 WWW.NWNYTEAM.ORG 



 

 

AG FOCUS APRIL 2015 WWW.NWNYTEAM.ORG Page 3 

6. Thou shalt not locate temporary manure piles 

within 300ô of a well, surface water, or surface 

inlet. Thou shalt locate them where clean water 

will be excluded and access is practical even 

during poor weather conditions. 

7. Thou shalt not spread manure in the fall or winter 

on fields that have a potential to flood. 

8. Thou shalt not exceed the soilôs infiltration or 

water holding capacity in any total single 

application of liquid manure. Thou shalt adjust 

this amount to avoid runoff or loss to subsurface 

tile drains. 

9. Thou shalt not allow fall and winter manure 

applications to exceed 50% of the next cropôs 

nitrogen needs. 

10. Thou shalt not commence manure spreading 

without an annual detailed review from thy crop 

consultant. Thou may reduce, but thou shalt not 

exceed, the recommended applications rates. 
 

Print this off and place a copy in each truck and/or 

tractor that will be used to spread manure; ANY 

manure ï liquid, solid, semi-solid! 

Continued from page 1 
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By: Nancy Glazier 
 

F or the first time in a decade the Highly 

Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) has been 

identified in the United States. It was first found in 

Oregon, then Washington, and most recently (March 

13) in Kansas. The eastern infections came from 

migratory birds in the Mississippi flyway. Several 

outbreaks have occurred in British Columbia in 

commercial operations which resulted in the loss of 

over a quarter million birds. There is no treatment 

and control is flock euthanasia and disinfection.  
 

Avian influenza (AI) is caused by type A viruses 

which can infect poultry (such as chickens, turkeys, 

pheasants, quail, domestic ducks, geese and guinea 

fowl). It is carried by free - flying waterfowl such as 

ducks, geese and shorebirds. These birds can carry 

the virus without them appearing sick. AI viruses are 

classified by a combination of two groups of 

proteins: hemagglutinin or ñHò proteins, of which 

there are 16 (H1ïH16), and 

neuraminidase or ñNò proteins, of 

which there are 9 (N1ïN9). Many 

different combinations of ñHò and 

ñNò proteins are possible. Each 

combination is considered a different 

subtype, and can be further broken 

down into different strains. AI viruses 

are further classified by their 

pathogenicity (low or high) ð the 

ability of a particular virus strain to 

produce disease in domestic chickens. HPAI causes 

the greatest losses in birds. Some of the symptoms 

include high mortality, decreased feed intake, 

excessive thirst, respiratory issues, decreased egg 

production, and green watery diarrhea. 
 

During an outbreak of HPAI, there is an urgent need 

to move product from premises that are not infected.  

When not done properly, movements can contribute 

to the spread of disease. The Secure Egg Supply 

(SES), Secure Broiler Supply (SBS) and Secure 

Turkey Supply (STS) Plans have been developed to 

promote food security and animal health through 

continuity of market planning for an HPAI outbreak. 

These plans make specific science- and risk- based 

recommendations that emergency decision makers 

can use to rapidly decide whether to issue or deny 

permits for the safe movement of poultry industry 

products during an outbreak. Proper biosecurity 

needs to occur with all size operations, including the 

óbackyarders.ô 
 

For the past six years, the University of Minnesotaôs 

Center for Animal Health and Food Safety has been 

working with industry and government on science 

based tools that support business continuity - this 

work can be found at SecureEggSupply.com and 

SecureBroilerSupply.com. The University, with the 

support of USDA and the industry, has remained 

involved in order to introduce these technical 

documents to producers and government agencies 

across the US through a series of regional meetings. 
 

It is important to have a plan in place while HPAI is 

still a distance from the Northeast. 

Work is underway to develop a 

collaborative public-private-academic 

partnership for the region to facilitate 

the movement of eggs and egg 

products in an HPAI outbreak, 

spearheaded by the University of 

Minnesota. These states include New 

York, Pennsylvania, and Maryland. A 

regional workgroup will be meeting 

the end of April to develop strategies 

for this region. 
 

A region-specific plan uses proactive risk 

assessments, biosecurity requirements, diagnostic 

testing, cleaning, and disinfection procedures to 

permit egg movement. It also ensures the health of 

uninfected flocks, food security, and provides a high 

degree of certainty that eggs and egg products 

destined for human consumption do not contain 

HPAI virus. 
 

For more information contact Nancy at 

585.315.7746, nig@3cornell.edu.  

Avian Influenza Identified in the US: 
What Does it Mean to NY Poultry Producers? 

mailto:nig@3cornell.edu
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By: John J. Hanchar 
 

Summary 
 

¶ While milk sold per cow was relatively stable, 

milk receipts per hundredweight (cwt.) rose 18.5 

percent to $25.88 in 2014 when compared to 

2013. 

¶ In 2014, the total cost of producing a cwt. of milk 

was $21.61, an increase of 3.8 percent relative to 

2013. 

¶ As of mid February 2015, early results suggest 

that the same 57 Northeast dairy farms in Cornell 

University Cooperative Extensionôs Dairy Farm 

Business Summary (DFBS) Program achieved 

greater levels of profit in 2014 compared to 2013 

-- for example, in 2014, the rate of return on all 

assets without appreciation averaged 13.9 percent 

compared to 6.9 percent in 2013. 
 

Introduction 

On February 23, 2015, Cathryn Dymond, Extension 

Support Specialist, The Charles H. Dyson School of 

Applied Economics and Management, Cornell 

University, compiled some early results using data 

from Cornell University Cooperative Extensionôs 

DFBS Program. The results reported represent 

averages for the same 57 Northeast dairy farms 

cooperating in 2013 and 2014. 

 

Size of Business 

¶ The average number of cows per farm rose from 

655 in 2013 to 692 in 2014, an increase of about 

5.7 percent. 

¶ Worker equivalents per farm rose about 6.7 

percent to 15.8 in 2014. 

¶ Total tillable acres increased from 1,374 to 1,445 

acres. 
 

Rates of Production 

¶ Milk sold per cow averaged 25,297 pounds in 

2013 compared to 25,544 in 2014. 

¶ Hay dry matter per acre fell 13.5 percent to 3.2 

tons, while corn silage per acre rose from 16 to 

18 tons. 
 

Income Generation 

¶ Gross milk sales per cow increased from $5,524 

in 2013 to $6,610 in 2014, an increase of 19.7 

percent. 

¶ Gross milk sales per hundredweight (cwt.) rose 

from $21.84 to $25.88. 
 

Cost Control 

¶ Dairy feed and crop expense per cwt. of milk 

rose from $9.03 in 2013 to $9.30 in 2014, an 

increase of 3.0 percent. 

¶ In 2014, purchased input cost of producing a cwt. 

of milk was $19.37, an increase of 3.6 percent 

relative to 2013. 

¶ Total cost of producing a cwt. of milk rose from 

$20.81 to $21.61, an increase of 3.8 percent. 

Performance of Dairy Farm Business Summary Program 

Cooperators in 2014 ï Some Early Results 
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Profitability 

¶ Net farm income without appreciation per cwt. of 

milk averaged $6.51 in 2014, an increase of 108 

percent compared to 2013. 

¶ Rate of return on equity capital without 

appreciation as a percent was 19.1 in 2014 and 

8.7 in 2013. 

¶ In 2014, the rate of return on all assets without 

appreciation was 13.9 percent, an increase of 

101.5 percent relative to 2013. 
 

Final Thoughts 

Owners of dairy farm businesses cooperate in 

Cornell University Cooperative Extensionôs DFBS 

Program for the purpose of identifying strengths and 

weaknesses by comparing their results to results of 

other cooperators. Are you interested in realizing the 

benefits of DFBS participation? Call John Hanchar ï 

for contact information, please see information at the 

front of this newsletter. 
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A  workshop for Small, Sustainable Poultry Farm-ers who are interested in breeding, growing and 

selling standard bred poultry: Full-day workshop: 

Saturday, April 18, 2015 from 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

at Wild Geese Farm, 8499 Agett Rd., Franklinville, 

14737 
 

Have you ever tasted a farm-fresh egg or freshly-

harvested chicken? Many people are now raising 

their own poultry for personal use or for sale, making 

this an exciting time in the poultry industry. The mar-

ketplace for historical, heritage breeds of poultry is 

growing rapidly. Would you like to learn about 

standard bred poultry? Learn how to breed and repro-

duce heritage poultry for eggs and meat! Learn about 

sustainable breeding, and how to market poultry 

products in stores, restaurants, and in your communi-

ty! Learn what breeds are on the verge of extinction 

and how you can be a part of their preservation!  

During this workshop, youôll learn how to identify 

breeds, how to select and breed them legally and 

safely, how to create an environment for maximum, 

natural production, and finally, how to strategically 

market your poultry for a small farm profit.  

In this workshop you will learn about the history of 

commercial/industrialized turkeys versus heritage 

turkeys. Youôll learn the basics of brooding poults, 

dealing with heat, feeding, watering, pastures, proper 

fencing and even how to deal with predators. The 

workshop will end with wonderful secrets to market-

ing your products, planning for profit, and building a 

sustainable farming program with your flock. 
 

Pre-registration required. Register on-line: http://

www.sustainablepoultrynetwork.com/workshops-

seminars  
 

For more information contact Lynn Bliven at 585-

268-7644 ext. 18 or email at lao3@cornell.edu. 

Slow Poultry Workshop 

http://www.sustainablepoultrynetwork.com/workshops-seminars
http://www.sustainablepoultrynetwork.com/workshops-seminars
http://www.sustainablepoultrynetwork.com/workshops-seminars
mailto:lao3@cornell.edu
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Storing & Preserving Next Yearôs Silage 
 

April 13, 1:00 - 2:00 p.m. 

Presented by: Mike Hutjens, University of Illinois 

Hoards Dairyman 

http://www.hoards.com/webinars 
 

Technology Tuesday Webinar Series: 
Restraint & Handling of Dairy Cattle 

 

April 14, 8:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 

Presented by: Dan McFarland, Penn State Extension Dairy Team 

http://extension.psu.edu/animals/dairy/courses/technology-tuesday-series 
 

Meeting Heifer Nutrition Goals 

April 21, 1:00 p.m. 

Presented by: Dr. Bob James, Virginia Tech 

http://www.extension.org/pages/29156/upcoming-dairy-cattle-webinars#.VQM5Mo54og0 
 

Technology Tuesday Webinar Series: 
Milk Quality & Robotic Milking Systems 

April 28, 8:30 - 10:30 a.m. 

Presented by: Mathew Haan, Penn State Extension Dairy Team 

http://extension.psu.edu/animals/dairy/courses/technology-tuesday-series 

Upcoming Webinars: 
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By Joan Sinclair Petzen 
 

T he successful partnership between the New York State Departments of Agriculture and 

Markets (NYS -DAM) and Environmental Conserva-

tion (NY-DEC) and Cornell Universityôs Pro-

DAIRY Program offers expanded services of Best 

Management Practices (BMP) engineering in 2015.  

Farms with fewer than 700 cows and an up-to-date 

Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan (CNMP) 

may apply for funding to cover 80% of the costs of 

engineering of BMPs outlined in the plan.  The Dairy 

Acceleration Program (DAP) continues funding pro-

jects for business planning and analysis.  Farms with 

fewer than 300 cows may also receive funding for 

development of a new CNMP or update of an exist-

ing one. 

What can be funded with the DAP environmental 

planning resources? 

DAP cost shares up to 80% of the cost of the follow-

ing practices up to the award limit: 

§ Up to $6,000 to develop a new CNMP (farms 

under 300 mature cows).  

§ Up to $4,500 to update an existing CNMP (less 

than 3 yrs. old and farms under 300 mature 

cows).  

§ Up to $5,000 for design of a single eligible BMP 

identified in the CNMP (farms under 700 mature 

cows).  

§ Up to $10,000 for design of a combination of 

BMPs identified in the CNMP (farms under 700 

mature cows).  

§ Up to $2,500 for certification of existing manure 

storage.  

§ Up to $1,000 for a soils investigation necessary 

for a BMP.  

§ Up to $1,000 for a topographic survey necessary 

for a BMP.  
 

What BMPs are eligible for design funding? 

Farms with fewer than 700 cows can receive funding 

for up to 80% of the engineering costs associated 

with designing one or more of the following practic-

es: 

§ 561 Heavy Use Area (e.g. concrete barnyard)  

§ 367 Roofs and Covers (e.g. cover over a barn-

yard)  

§ 317 Composting Facility  

§ 316 Animal Mortality Facility  

§ 635 Vegetative Treatment Area  

§ 360 Waste Facility Closure  

§ 632 Waste Separation Facility  

§ 313 Waste Storage Facility  

§ 634 Waste Transfer  

§ 629 Waste Treatment  
 

Awards provide up to $5000 for design of a single 

practice and up to $10,000 for design of multiple 

practices. The practices must be outlined in the 

farmôs CNMP. 
 

New York dairies can capitalize on opportunities to 

reduce their environmental footprint, establish plans 

for environmental compliance and evaluate the feasi-

bility of growth options with assistance from New 

York State through the Dairy Acceleration Program 

administered by Pro-DAIRY at Cornell University.  

Northwest New York Team members are prepared to 

answer questions about, assist with applications for 

funding and facilitate DAP projects for farms in our 

region. 

Dairy Acceleration Program Expanded 
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