Cornell Cooperative Extension  Southwest Dairy, Livestock & Field Crops Program

A partnership between Cornell University and the CCE Associations in these five counties:
Allegany, Cattaraugus, Chautauqua, Erie, and Steuben Counties.

dea SWINY Fiele Crop Fnds

Compiled by Katelyn Miller - Field Crop Specialist, SWNY Dairy, Livestock, Field Crops Program

716-640-2047 km753@cornell.edu September 6th, 2023
Pheromone Trap Data Patience is Key for Corn Silage Harvest
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No pest flights were identified the past two weeks. dry matter of 25% or less indicates that the
plantis actively growing

Weed of the Week! On average we assume a plant e | 0.5/day
The final weed of the week was Will dry down 0.5% per day, but e
Broadleaf Plantain! Did you itis not guaranteed. Warm &
guess right? weather can increase this rate, =
) v N and cold, wet weather can slow §
it. Additionally, the timein &
season can alsoimpactdry 2
down, as shown in the figure to =
theright by Jerry Cherney and  ate Early Mid Late Early  Mid
Bill Cox. Aug. Sept. Sept. Sept. Oct. Oct.
Because Of this’ it is crUCial to Hybrid Relative Maturity |GDD from Silking to Reach 32% DM
get into the field and check 101-110 800
progress! 9&1—91;0 750 or slightly Izg{extrapolated}

L A48 > - Z £
Growing Degree Days (GDD) is calculated by taking the average daily temperature and subtracting it from the
base temperature of a specified plant ((High + Low)/2 - base temp = GDD). For corn, we use base 86/50, meaning
that corn development starts at 50°F and stops at 86°F. Silage needs 750-800 GDD (depending on hybrid
maturity) after silking to reach whole plant matter of 32%. We can expect 20-25 GDD per day meaning the crop
can reach 35% DM 4-7 days later, but always check your crop to see how close you may be to harvest.

9/6/2023 Planting Date Silking Date
Location Elevation (ft) 5/10 5/15 7/20 7/24 7/28 8/1 8/5 8/9
Cherry Creek 1319 1708 1673 815 749 669 603 538 467
Little Valley 1371 1479 1456 716 658 584 525 471 405
Collins 882 1822 1784 852 782 695 627 556 482
Springville 1296 1755 1716 812 743 659 594 528 458
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