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Harvesting 1st Cutting: Estimating NDF Values for Quality Feed
It is quite difficult to assess the quality of pure grass stands without analyzing samples.
Alfalfa height has proven to be a reliable indicator of Neutral Detergent Fiber (NDF) values in

the field. Below are height indicators for alfalfa and grass NDF content:

e Begin cutting 100% grass stands when nearby alfalfa is 14" tall to achieve the desired
50% NDF.
e Begin cutting 50/50 alfalfa-grass stands when nearby alfalfa is 22" tall for the desired
44% NDF.
e Begin cutting 100% alfalfa stands when alfalfa is 28" tall for the desired 40% NDF.
Typically, NDF increases about 0.8 to 1.2/day for grasses and 0.4 to 0.7/day in alfalfa. Expect
the lower end of that range in cooler weather and the higher end in warm weather. Use the
chart below to help estimate the NDF value of your forage.

Max. alfalfa %Grass in the stand (dry matter basis)

height, in. 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 a0
14 235 [ 267 [ 299 [ 331 [ 363 [ 395 [ 427 | 459
15 243 | 275 | 30.7 | 339 | 371 | 403 | 435 | 46.7 ;
16 251 | 283 | 315 | 347 | 379 [ 411 | 443 51 50.7 |
17 259 | 201 [ 323 | 355 | 387 | 419 | 451 | 483 | 515
18 268 | 300 | 332 | 364 | 306 | 428 | 460 | 492 | 524
19 276 | 308 | 340 | 372 | 404 | 436 [ 468 | 500 | 53.2
20 284 | 316 | 348 | 380 | 412 | 444 | 476 | 508 | 540
21 207 | 324 | 356 | 388 | 420 [ 452 | 484 | 516 | 548
22 301 | 333 | 365 | 397 | 429 | 46.1 | 493 | 525 | 55.7
23 300 | 341 | 37.3 | 405 4] 460 | 501 | 53.3 | 56.5
24 317 | 349 [ 381 [ 413 ]| 445 | 47.7 | 500 | 541 | 57.3
25 325 | 357 | 389 | 421 | 453 | 485 | 517 | 549 | 58.1
26 334 | 366 | 398 [ 430 | 46.2 | 494 | 526 | 55.8 | 59.0
27 342 | 374 | 406 | 438 | 470 | 502 | 534 | 566 | 59.8
28 350 | 382 [474] 246 | 478 | 510 | 542 | 574 | 606
29 358 | 300 | 422 [ 454 [ 486 | 518 [ 550 | 582 | 614
30 367 | 399 | 431 | 463 | 495 | 52.7 | 550 | 59.1 | 62.3
31 375 407 | 439 | 471 [ 503 | 535 | 56.7 | 59.9 | 631
32 383 | 415 | 447 | 479 | 511 | 543 | 575 | 60.7 | 630
33 1| 423 | 455 | 487 | 510 | 551 | 58.3 | 61.5 | 64.7 |
34 400 | 432 | 464 | 496 | 528 | 56.0 | 59.2 | 62.4 | 656
35 408 | 440 | 472 | 504 | 536 | 56.8 | 60.0 | 63.2 | 664

HELPING YOU PUT KNOWLEDGE TO WORK

Pheromone Trap Data

This year, black cutworm,
western bean cutworm, true
armyworm, and fall armyworm
will be monitored. Traps have
been deployed in 4 locations
with more information to come.

It’s the first Field Crop
Finds of the year! Stay
tuned for important
field crop updates
throughout the

growing season.
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