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WBCW = Western Bean Cutworm
FAW = Fall Armyworm
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The earliest that tar spot has been reported

in New York State in previous seasons is the

beginning of September, but that doesn’t

mean we shouldn’t be scouting. Reports are

showing that tar spot has been spreading

throughout the Midwest, and has been

making its way East. Currently, 7 counties in

Pennsylvania and Ontario have reported tar

spot so far. When scouting, be sure to look

for raised, black lesions on the leaf that

cannot be removed.  Corn progress is

variable throughout the region, but many

fields are at a point in which a fungicide

application needs to be made. Here is an

article I wrote for the July CCC newsletter

encompassing some need-to-know

information about tar spot:

https://swnydlfc.cce.cornell.edu/submissio

n.php?id=1907&crumb=fieldxxcrops|22. If

you think you’ve found tar spot, let Katelyn

Miller know at 716-640-2047 to confirm. If

you want to keep up to date on where tar

spot has been reported during the season,

visit https://corn.ipmpipe.org/tarspot/.  

An Update on Tar Spot
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