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COWS NOT REQUIRED (AT FIRST): REFLECTIONS FROM ON-FARM TRAININGS
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This year | found myself more disappointed than ever w
woulidnsee his shadow and spring would be ushered in qu
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ERIE COUNTY SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
2026 CONSERVATION TREE & SHRUB SEEDLING PROGRAM

ORDER BY FEBRUARY 27, 2026. Seedling orders are filled on a first-come. first-served basis. As we have no control over the
weather or your choice of planting sites, times or techniques, Erie County SWCD will not be responsible for your plant stock after
it leaves our distribution center. We strive to purchase the highest quality plant matenal - refunds or replacements will only be given if
we experience a problem with an entire plant species. Otherwise refunds/replacements will not be available. A fee will be applied for

returned checks. Mo refunds will be offered for orders not picked-up. All plants are sold for conservation purposes only,
GROWTH RATE: || LIGHT PREFERENCE: ||ADAPTATIONS/BEST USES:

A Fast ¥ Full Sun k. Wetlands o  Windbreak IN' NY Native
= Moderate @ Partial Sun #  Christmas Trees W Wood Products
¥ slow ® Shade E Erosion Control 3 Wildlife Food/Cover
HOW TO READ VARIETY GROWTH MATURE SOIL LIGHT ADAPTATIONS!
SEEDLING ORDER RATE HEIGHT PREFERENCE PREFERENCE BEST USES
CHARTS: Red Osier Dogwood T 7-9 Moist soils o ] LEaN

[ gl NJ dz3ddza Yy

Orders due by 2/27/26

Pickup Friday, 5/8/26

KgLAaYkk OF § 02-42 8 5RIIRNAK |
(716) 350-4018; cattcoswcd@gmail.com

Each year, many of our county Soil and Water Conservation Districts across
the state hold annual seedling sales. These seedlings are native trees and
shrubs that can be used for conservation purposes that include, but are not
limited to, soil erosion protection, reforestation, wildlife habitat
improvement, and windbreaks. The lists have similar species, including i
evergreens, softwoods, hardwoods, woody perennials, and forage [ Kt dzi | dzlj dzI Y

producing species, but each office has a different set of plants they offer. Orders due by 4/1/26 or while supplies last
Pickup dates to be determined.
¢tKS #AIRES 59/ &aSSREAY3I al S AyT2NWgeLaayy k&klay?2 Aot S5 HFIRBRIINE MBSO
Ordering is open from 1/5/26 - 5/13/26 (716) 338-0184; chaut-co@soilwater.org
Shipping availablev s L o L o RSY
KJLIAYKKRSODY & o IRNIKS/A kiaIZNSR 8aNENRE € 4 %‘a‘eryd%e by 2/27/26

AaSSRIMNYS
518-581-1439
nysnursery@dec.ny.gov

Pickup Saturday, 4/18/26
KgLAYkKkk SOa6ORP2NAK K Y1
(716) 652-8480 ext 5

FARM TRAININGS CAN SERVE AS MORE cows TREES AND SHRUBS COME BARE
THAN JUST A SKILLS REFRESHER,; ﬁ" ROOT. MOST OF THESE SALES ARE
THEY'RE ALSO AN OPPORTUNITY FOR CROPS N FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED, SO GET

THE TEAM TO BOND. / & CRITTERS YOUR ORDERS IN EARLY!
3


https://cattcoswcd.org/tree-seedling-sale/
mailto:cattcoswcd@gmail.com
https://soilwater.org/annual-tree-shrub-sale/
https://ecswcd.org/html/treeshrub.html
tel:518-581-1439

6 NEW(ISH) YEAR§ RESOLUTIONS FOR FARMERS WHO WANT

TO STRENGTHEN THEIR FINANCES
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WE MAY BE INTO FEBRUARY ALREADY, /COWS (ﬁ#r‘ >$FOR RECORDKEEPING, CONSIDER
BUT ITS NOT TOO LATE TO SET YOUR (o 2000 ) o N INVESTMENTS THAT WILL GROW THE

INTENTIONS FOR THE NEW YEAR.

FARM, AND THINK EARLY ABOUT
& CRITTERS TRANSITION PLANNING.
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LE DRAI NAGE SURVEY F|C

Scan QR code or click the | ink t t
https://cornell.cal.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9nogl2dQ6CXxEeq
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WE WANT YOUR FEEDBACK ABOUT
NI IL 2 P A I LR AL cows v,;" YOUR TILE DRAINAGE PRACTICES. SCAN
LORI SHIPMAN SHARE TIPS FOR \

SUCCESSFUL FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT CROPS THE QR CODE, USE THE LINK, OR ASK

OF YOUR FARM BUSINESS. & CRITTERS KATELYN MILLER FOR A PAPER SURVEY.



http://cornell.edu/nyfarmnet
https://cornell.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9nogL2dQ6CXxEeq

FRAMING THE DISCUSSION ON BMR CORN
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number of other forages that ngher 571 671 st
t hat are potentially benefi = <3 =1 S,
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BMR corn does. respect to number of BMR hy
I nstead, various forms of sBMR!t tgarin aheasgabeen i mg oanl
attention for potenti al postcdmmer Eiegldli wgaabtrabutesTae
the work certainly appears apadtmiadpiegoansitdie ofoltehitsh el:
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THERE ARE FORAGES THAT ARE
POTENTIALLY BENEFICIAL TO FEEDING

RUMINANTS, BUT ARE NOT A ONE-FOR-
ONE REPLACEMENT.

) & (:RgTTERS

| 2yaydzSR 2y L

WHILE CORTEVA HAS DOMINATED THE
BMR HYBRID MARKET, THE TRAIT HAS

BEEN AROUND FOR DECADES AND IS
COMMERCIALLY AVAILABLE.




DRONES IN AGRICULTURE: EXPLORING OPPORTUNITIES
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As you may remember, Il wr oWkei laem ahtirel ehassombeénmeanago
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cow path, only allowing ogeer jlgneyod, taraf wie¢y RSl VdinNnde
equi pment on these roadsapioveChahbBPIbRInPluAl edlsS % e,
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WHILE | DONX THINK THAT DRONES cows CHECK THE LABEL TO MAKE SURE
WILL COMPLETELY REPLACE BOOM

,'{# THAT DRONES CAN BE USED,

SPRAYERS, THEY PRESENT SOME CROPS INCLUDING CHECKING SPRAY

INTERESTING OPPORTUNITIES. & CRITTERS VOLUME AND AERIAIIF\IQ'FI:EIL_JI(():"FA%II\?Q



https://ukrec.mgcafe.uky.edu/articles/ground-truthing-drone-fungicide-efficacy
https://ukrec.mgcafe.uky.edu/articles/ground-truthing-drone-fungicide-efficacy
https://www.farmprogress.com/technology/drone-research-offers-mixed-findings
https://www.farmprogress.com/technology/drone-research-offers-mixed-findings

INTERPRETING FORAGE REPORTS FOR LIVESTOCK
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Moi stur e tentalngo used t o esumaceirasitlayndf otrhesheep produc
percentage of dry atter i namowsratmp| € or Mopsrtopreerpo i mmmupeo
nutrient val umass aanmp | edadmaldngensi tive to |l evels of copp:
mattero .Mdlalsi ani mal feeding irmcotnmneeinrdatdiicens . arleevel s e X
based on dry matter, and t hdenceorlruinmg .of | f hel ewvelog t eixx e
to formulate diets and commatgbdemamei svarleueise wiea aBi WE
reqguirements. |l evel s of2(50|cp|qoemr) 20 mol ybde
Crude Pisteéhe amount of pr Ptfieidn PiPpM A % erwe Keepin
managed stands of mixed gr§§159e§a8|98 295%% mgﬁmc[ohpap[erarles
harvested before they head loautsummpairgal Ityhepeowircce mamgyu
protein to meet the needs todstmonsgt ccalna ®tseelsl n buésr.d dltvfee dsyt dou
However, protein concentrasamp!l edeycoruera sfeosr ag e, fionrtaegrepsr ¢
mature and can be i mpacted fbhgr mahagpmegbatvé, thedf oraga
prior to and during baling.r eSgiaonnd, cpolnaoaosseitri@mcfal&(ﬁM-Oia*rm»z
the protein concentration ebrmambéid4ifti@cages | wetdh more | e
forward stands having ghiagBgdgaiPl o8£I Rel h@Nceal |

mi xed perennial plant standfeary, M. (2002). Copper toxic

Tot al dlgestlbIe|nutarlneenatssu?r%ﬁeth)frt%”é https://ag. purdue-e
amount of digestible carbohg%lprpaete—éo?‘hc'tyfoord il e
TRy

animals tend to need a mor e-'cal i r(gg €
carbohydrate cl as s eds eprra)rvgyflé) E)"i-lt f3d|2eObz om r}‘
FIRST OR SECOND CUTTING TELLS ‘A’ SOIL PHOSPHORUS LEVELS CAN
US LESS ABOUT THE FORAGE co s ﬁ" RESULT IN EXCESSIVE UPTAKE OF
QUALITY THAN DOES THE MATURITY CROPS PHOSPHORUS BY SOME PLANT

OF THE FORAGES HARVESTED. & CRITTERS SPECIES.
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z_ Dairy One

FORAGE LABORATORY
Ta0Warren Road, Ithaca, MY 14850
Fh: 800496 3344 Fax 607 257 1350
http: Mevene dairyone com

DATE SIMPLED LAE PBECEIVED DATE PRINTED

0z/13/14 nz/14/14

LAE TSE

L5915

DT ITIONAL DESCEIFTIONS
LoT D ALFALFA

JOHN A FARMER
123 STREET

SOMEWHERE, NY 12345

ENERGY TRELE — MNRC Z001

Mcal/ Lk Mcoal/ Kg
DE, 1 1.25 2.75
ME, 1X 1.05 2.32
WNEL, 3 0.a0 1.32
WEM, 3X 0.63 1.35%
NEG, 3 0.37 0.81
TDM1X, % 55

KIND DESCRIPTION CODE LAE SAMPLE
LEGUME HAY 100 3048500
DESCREIPTION 1
STANDARD
ANALYSIS RESULTS
COMPONENTE A8 SAMPLED BASTH DEY MATTER BASIS
% Molsture g._ J
% Dy Metter S1.9 |
l% Crude Protfteln To e [ d '
% Avallable Protein S .
% RDICE 1.1 1.2
% Adjusted Crude Protein 18.7 Z0.4
Soluble Protein % CP a7
Degradable Protein%Cp 73
% NDICFE 2.7 3.0
% Acid Detergent Fiber 282 0.7
% Neutral Detergent Fiber 36.9 a0.2
% Lignin 5.5 G4
% NEC Z26.2 Z8.5
% Starch .9 1.0
% W3Z (Water Zol. Carbs.) 2.5 9.3
% ESC (Simple Sugars) 6.5 7.1
e Fat
2} 10 ﬂ 1]
2Ty o &
NEL, Mcal/Lb G LB6
NEM, Mcal/Lb .58 .63
NEZ, Mcal/Lb .33 .36
Eelative Feed Value 150
i 1.1 1.
—
% Magnesium . W .
% Potassium 1.50 1.63
% Sodium J1z4 .135
FEM Iron 1,550 1,620
S - =
=
EEM Mangarnese o EY
PEM Molvbdenum 1.1 1.2
% sulfur -21 .23
% Chloride Ion .41 .45
IVTD 30hr, % of DM 78
WDFD 30hr, % of NDF 44
kd, %/hr 4.55
% Lysine -85 1.04
% Methionine .25 .32
Horse DE, Mcal/Lb .95 1.08

POPOPFNRBYCWIaASbD ¢19 5L{/!{{Lhb hb aw / hwb

pest management traits) at has been offered by the
a mar ket opportunity, a siness wil/| work to meet t hi
| mportant talking points or strategizing forage pl an:
f BMR corn is one tool i n he tool box that worked bett
T There are numerous other forage tools in the tool box
onteorne replacement for BMR corn in the ration.

T BMR corn is not going away ent itreerlny; avhaiweavbelre oapt iloe
agronomic traits may be i mited. This will affect de:

HAVING THE NUTRIENT VALUES OF
FORAGE HELPS NUTRITIONISTS CREATE

MORE PRECISE DIETS FOR THE
ANIMALS GROUPS THAT YOUXRE
FEEDING.

| COWS
CROPS
V& CRITTERS

x'f#

INTERESTED IN TESTING FORAGE,
INTERPRETING RESULTS, OR

BUILDING DIETS? REACH OUT TO
AMY BARKLEY!




OVERCROWDING HACKS

D{" Octictgv"Swccuufqgqthh."Fckt{"OcpcigogpyvV
(first published in CCE NWNYDLFC Ag Focus Newsletter July 2025)

There are many farms in expm n.
During t his ti me, w e know Y. e
stressed and are asked to d tF
were not meant to accommodatj s y
can still function wel/l w h el ; ! i o al
many do chronically. The k i - <N A ¢ . Jlls t
possible access to comforta 8|7, , % - : L'l o
stressor s t hat ma y be add
additional stressors compo n
dairies start to experience f
areas to consider in order
for the cows in your pens.
FREESTALL MAIBRTENBNBED AVAI LABILITY

When was the | ast time you wal ked your freestalls and
bed and maintain the stalls know which stalls the cows
with some tape, and review why it is undesirable to thi
from a | eaking waterer, or from rain or snow blowing i:1
surface properly maintained and comfortabl e, or does i
correct position to allow cows to enter and |l ay down ¢
first step to decr eaésainndg ssttroecsksi.ng density rate

REBALANCE GROWMNDEB®ROWDFRESH COWS AND CHOOSE TO OVERC

LACTATI ON COWS
Typically, we try to keep milking groups balanced, but
reduce the number of pregnancies, causing calving slug
but recognizing which months of the year the fresh cow
of that area quicker than the standard time, and addi nq
for the potentially increased milk production in that ¢
| MPROVE ACCEHNDBD AOQAI BABILITY OF, FEED
One of the areas we can change management for some r el
sure the nutritionist has the rigbtlantedmébronhtostiag
the group I f you are planning a group change, hel p th
Rel aying the changes to the feeder is also key.
I ncrease your pushups. Overcrowded cows tend to eat ir
i mportant to push up after the 6pm sitting to ensure s
their preferred feeding | ocation along the bunk. Feed
eat the most. Watch that cows do not run out of feed a
slick bunks is aski-ogowdedtheutdl e in an over
Cows who are crowded eat faster, |l eading to potenti al !
fatty acid synthesis and component s. It mi ght be an i
changes that can be made to optimize rumen health in tF
CONSI DER GOI NG TO 2X FROM 3X MILKI NG

Hear me out . I f there is so much rushing to get cows t
feed the cows, that your system is inconsistent on mil
be better off trading that extra milking for consisten
Ask them, with our resources and management capabiliti e
mil king? |f that is way below the average for ot her
bottleneck, you may actwually gain in milk production by
Each dairy is going to be different as to which option
best thing to do is to evalwuate the system as a whol e,
add up, and the cows will thank you in strong productic

WALK YOUR FREESTALLS AND
CHECK THE STATUS OF EACH BED. cows g{# INCREASE YOUR FEED PUSHUPS
YOU MAY FIND BEDS THAT ARE CROPS

NEVER USED AND NEED REPAIRING
BEFORE COWS WILL LAY IN THEM. & CRITTERS

WHEN OVERCROWDED.
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PRODUCERS

Join NYPP for the 2026 Producer Summit, where producers of all sizes and production
styles will explore marketing, branding, selling pork, and current consumer trends
through practical sessions designed to help build demand, connect with customers, and
add value to their operations. Featured sessions include:

MARKETING THAT MOVES PORK: WHAT SUCCESSFUL
DIRECT-TO-CONSUMER PRODUCERS, DO DIFFERENTLY

Katie Olthoff

Founder, Chop Local

MEATSUITE: PRACTICAL PRICINGg N
FOR DIRECT TO CONSUMER SALES —==

Matt LeRoux

Extension Associate, Cornell Cooperative Extension

MARKETING SHOW PIGS WITH PURPOSE
Lexi Marek Beeler

Founder, LMB Consulting

A

March 13th & 14th, 2026

o The Appley Center
2798 Lake Moraine Rd.
Hamilton, NY

REGISTER BY FEB 26TH AT :
newyorkpork.org/events

.: Youth Programming e,

,  on Friday Night! \~

Dedicated sessions and activities
for youth 8+ involved in pork
production and showing.

What topics are being covered in this

How do | prepare for the exam?

course? This course will be followed with an
* how to become certified exam on March 10th.
* how to maintain certification Books need to be purchased from the
* worker protection standard Cornell Bookstore. You will need to
o record keeping purchase a CORE manual, as well as
e testtaking strategies the category manual. Private

categories that you can become
certified in include:

21: Field and Forage

22: Fruit

23: Vegetable

24: Greenhouse and Florist

25: Nursery, Ornamentals & Turf
31: Agricultural Animal Pest
Control

What do | need to bring to register for
the exam?

¢ valid NYS identification
o check or money order for $100 made out to
NYSDEC

How do | know if I am eligible to take the exam?

* applicants must be 17 years of age or older AND

have at least one year of full-time experience within the last three years in the use of
pesticides in the category or categories that the individual is seeking certification; OR
have completed a comprehensive 30-hour training course, approved by the department;
OR

have received an associate degree or higher from an accredited college or university
which covers the topics listed in Section 325.18, and related categories in Sections 325.16
or325.17; OR

have one year of verifiable experience as a commercial applicator in a corresponding
commercial category; OR

certification in another state that New York has reciprocity (CT, IN, NJ, OH, PA, RI, VT)

.

.

Already certified? This course comes with DEC recertification credits.

The Equal Education and is our university itment toa ing and supporti ity for students, faculty and staff

NY PORK PRODUCERS: REGISTRATION
IS FREE FOR MEMBERS, AND YOU CAN

BECOME A MEMBER ONLINE BEFORE
YOU REGISTER.

, COWS
CROPS | " .«
) & CRIl'lI'TERS

; In§n|r ¢l by-Annie’s:

 Build'a Social Media
Strategy for Success

Annie’s Project seeks to empower farm women through education, networks and
resources. We welcome, and encourage, learning and sharing amongst farm
women as we help you grow as decision-makers and leaders on your farm.

Topics Covered:

& Social Media 101 WEDNESDAYS IN MARCH

: - 3/1,3/18 & 3/25
& Cyber-Security & Safety Using Al 11{3OA{V\—I:30{’M
& Identification of Your Target Audience ZOOM

& Learn to Use Analytics & Data
& Learn About Tools & Content Strategies
& Create a Social Media Plan for 2026!

OPTION TO JOIN LIVE AT
SELECT CCE OFFICES

INFORMATION Cornell :
Cost: $25 Cooperative
! Extension

Register by March 6th [=] e ANNIE’S PROJECT

https://tinyurl.com/mrrr7jwé o

e &) :
= L y O NGB NYaSHNSEY 817D O S

FARMERS MARKET .
TUESDAYS March 3-April 7, 7-8:30 PM
RESEARCH PROJECT via Zoom Free, Registration required.

CNIY @iB2t €t NBRY
al | BY MINADSFAdR2 Yy 4
a4

The Cornell Agricultural Marketing Research Program and Penn State University are
excited to present a new,

6-week course, C NBY 51 (GF (2 G52RNAKBY &6BEDA{E2 %4
C | NSNS 120 @& Sspait Bf CornellQ Farmers Market Research Project. The
course is for farmers with experience selling at farmers markets who wish to
increase their earnings through management and marketing practices. Participants
should either already use or intend to adopt the use of a Point of Sale (POS) system,

like Square, to get the most benefit.

This course aims to give farmers tools and techniques that increase their daily sales at
farmers markets. A key component is group sharing through interactive questions and
instructor-led group discussions. In addition to time spent on weekly webinars,
participants should plan to spend about 1-2 hours each week working on course
assignments, to be discussed the following week. Each week, the course will build on
previous weeksQ topics, resulting in a well-rounded understanding of how to
implement data-driven decisions and advance your goals.

2 K|, (ig®E S Ny Y

I Anunderstanding of consumer-focused marketing strategy.

I Todevelop asimple, actionable marketing plan for the 2026 season.
9 step-by-step guidance on setting up and using a POS system effectively.
9 Insights from experienced farmers market vendors.

I Toolsto monitorand improve your market metrics.

¢ KS2 dzNE B $:Ry 2 BISIF | NMINIE Y tR! To register, please fill in the
registration form:

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAlpQLSfpjcx3Dzrawku8IIE2YStIKj7SgHhzQZPXXAddWfF2TGp4dew/viewform

i

CHECK OUT UPCOMING EVENTS ON OUR
WEBSITE:

SWNYDLFC.CCE.CORNELL.EDU/EVENTS
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THANK YOU FOR BEI NG OUR St

Y,“UHTH y ERNST ge 80 YEARs &% C g;tgﬁ; ;sato
CROSSRORDS SEEDS (Gortnel)y  emes

“SINCE 1946

FEED & SEED, LLC . —_ iy
p i » EST. 1964 Natural & Organic Fertilidexestock Nutrition
We plant the seeds to your success Feed Supplemepsgronomy Consulting

Feed | Seed | Lime | Fertilizer | Farm Supplies WWW.ernstseed.com@;'-;-:@ The Fertrell Company

3186 CR 61 | Andover NY | 607-478-8858 8008733321 3% PO Box 265, Bainbridge, PA 1750
94 Front St | Addison NY | 607-359-2424 [l sales@ernstseed.corftliéa! 800347156 6

(<) GROWMARK FS, LLC PO Lot2olal YRS

Bradley Griffith Pole Buildings

New Home Construction
7166643294 or 718994826 Providing free and confidential consulting Light Excavation
bgriffith@growmarkfs.com for NYS farmers and agribusiness Additions

professichals: Kitchen Remodel
Cr e An. ——
cu s B Contactustodayr ~ 1°800-547-3276 DANIEL PAVLOCK

www.nyfarmnet.org

Applicatio [l = 7166640669

- ComelCALS

M VM Agritech WILD ACRES

LACTALI s Protect what you grow and who you're growing for FAMILY FARM

USA
Cliff Love, CCA _
Kevin Eath 6073459985 Don Wild
Manager. Farm Relati o nipifloys@ymagriteeh.com BOxXT, Creat Valey, N 1474
kevin.fath@us. c tl\ﬁ(lBéséd'FGnaiéfbe companyll ki n g5s  AWNY, Forfige Mgt




