
 

 

 

Growing Degree Days  

Growing Degree Days (GDD) is calculated by taking the average daily temperature and 
subtracting it from the base temperature of a specified plant ((High + Low)/2 - base temp = 
GDD). For corn, we use base 86/50, as corn development starts at 50°F and stops at 86°F. 
Check your location and planting date:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last week the temperatures were quite cool, which didn’t equate to much GDD 
accumulation. Currently, GDD accumulation since May 1st is a bit behind the 15-year 
average. However, with the warm temperatures this past weekend and today, we’ll likely 
see a big jump in next week’s accumulations.  

Pheromone Traps 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The cooler weather did not seem to slow down flights this week, as there were significant 
catches at most locations. For BCW, 90 GDD’s is the indicator we use for egg hatch, and 
based on GDD from May 1st, we’re not too far off.   

Field Observations 

I know you are all taking advantage of this weather before we catch more showers and see 
lower temperatures later in the week. Triticale has been coming off, and I am starting to see 
first cutting going into bunks. Insect pressure is beginning to increase throughout the 
region, as shown by moth flights and scouting efforts. While performing insect sweeps, I 
was finding alfalfa weevil and some plants with feeding damage. The warmer temperatures 
we’re experiencing are favorable to insect development so regular scouting should be 
taking place over the next few weeks to protect quality through first cutting harvest and 
second cutting regrowth. I have also seen early planted corn starting to emerge. Over the 
next few weeks, we will reach the GDD accumulations for egg hatch of BCW and will start 
seeing feeding damage on plants.  

 

Stay safe out there! 

  


