
 

 

 

Growing Degree Days  

Growing Degree Days (GDD) is calculated by taking the average daily temperature and 
subtracting it from the base temperature of a specified plant ((High + Low)/2 - base temp = 
GDD). For corn, we use base 86/50, as corn development starts at 50°F and stops at 86°F. 
Check your location and planting date:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GDDs took a big jump last week with some of the warm weather we had. From May 1st, we 
are behind from the 15-year average, but many areas are ahead of the 15-year average from 
May 15th. Our next milestone for GDDs is 300, as that is our threshold for when the first 
flights of BCW larvae will be large enough to start feeding on corn.   

Pheromone Traps 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trap activity has appeared to slow down in many places, but significant flights are still 
coming into Brant and Randolph. For AMW, scout your winter grains and hay fields for 
damage. Feeding will occur at the base of the plant around the lower leaves.   

Field Observations 

Many of you have harvested first cutting and have redirected your energy back to tillage and 
planting corn. Rainfall patterns have made it extremely difficult to get into many fields so 
far, but hopefully this week will bring some drier weather. With the cooler, wet weather 
we’ve been having, it’s taken a bit for corn to come up out of the ground, but I am starting to 
catch rows when I drive by fields. I also am starting to see bird damage, so be on the 
lookout as corn emerges out of the ground. Statewide, there have been reports stand 
losses because of Seedcorn Maggot (SCM) in earlier planted fields. If you have experienced 
this, use this link to report it: https://newa.cornell.edu/seed-damage-report/. You can also 
call Katelyn at 716-640-2047.  
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