
 

 

 

Growing Degree Days  

Growing Degree Days (GDD) is calculated by taking the average daily temperature and 
subtracting it from the base temperature of a specified plant ((High + Low)/2 - base temp = 
GDD). For corn, we use base 86/50, as corn development starts at 50°F and stops at 86°F. 
Check your location and planting date:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*GDDs accumulated as of 5/29   

Pheromone Traps 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arkport and Brant continue to get in BCW flights, and Brant got another significant AMW 
flight this week.  

Field Observations 

This past week brought dry weather, and I know many of you took advantage: lots of corn 
was planted, and I saw some balers rolling too. Reports have been coming in on BCW 
damage, with some reaching thresholds. Scout for missing, cut, or wilted plants. During the 
day, you can find the larvae in the soil near where you find the last plants in a row being cut. 
Treatment is suggested when 5% or more of the plants are cut but control decisions can be 
influenced by larvae size.  

I am seeing some paler wheat fields that likely didn’t get enough/any N with the wet 
weather. Mike Stanyard and Dennis Pennington (Michigan State) state that it would be best 
to cut N rates by 50% if you are still looking to go in and apply, as some yield loss has 
already occurred. With the current price of fertilizer though, it may not pencil out.  

 

 

 


