
 

 

 

Growing Degree Days  

Growing Degree Days (GDD) is calculated by taking the average daily temperature and 
subtracting it from the base temperature of a specified plant ((High + Low)/2 - base temp = 
GDD). For corn, we use base 86/50, as corn development starts at 50°F and stops at 86°F. 
Check your location and planting date:  

 

*GDDs accumulated as of 6/5   

Pheromone Traps 

Weekly flights continue to dwindle, with only two locations still getting significant flights. 
Reports of BCW damage continue, and you should be on the lookout for AMW too in small 
grains and hay fields.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Field Observations 

We got some rain this weekend, which was needed. That moisture, coupled with warm 
temperatures helped push some more corn out of the ground that was planted at the 
beginning of this drier weather. Even though we did get this rain, it’s still a question of 
whether it was enough to activate our pre-emergent herbicides. Mike Hunter with Cornell 
IPM shared an article out of Wisconsin on this topic: https://badgercropnetwork.com/dry-
weather-and-residual-herbicides-what-should-growers-expect/.  

I am hearing reports of the first soybean aphids here in WNY. No colonies have seemed to 
form yet, but it likely won’t be long. Check fields that are near buckthorn, as adults 
overwinter on this plant and then fly to young plants to lay eggs. Ants are a big indicator that 
there are aphids present as they gather the honeydew. Also, it’s important to check alfalfa 
second cutting regrowth for alfalfa weevil, especially in fields that experienced heavy 
feeding damage in first cutting. There doesn’t seem to be any signs of potato leafhoppers 
yet, but with our most recent storm front, they might have begun their arrival.   
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