
 

 

 

Growing Degree Days  

Growing Degree Days (GDD) is calculated by taking the average daily temperature and 
subtracting it from the base temperature of a specified plant ((High + Low)/2 - base temp = 
GDD). For corn, we use base 86/50, as corn development starts at 50°F and stops at 86°F. 
Check.your.location.and.planting.date:  

 

*GDDs accumulated as of 6/19   

Pheromone Traps 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Field Observations 

Most of our corn and soybeans are in the ground, but there is some remaining for heavier 
soils. Corn looks great and some earlier planted fields will likely be side dressed soon. 
Soybeans, however, are in their ugly phase, with many fields just sitting at V1. Once they 
start establishing nodules, we’ll see them grow quickly. Penn State has an article on 
evaluating nodulation: https://extension.psu.edu/evaluating-nodulation-in-soybeans. I 
have been seeing some uneven emergence, especially with fields planted just before heavy 
rains. Replant decisions are based on multiple factors like population, plant health, 
consistency throughout stand and economics. Our technician John wrote an article on 
making replant decisions in soybeans that was in June’s edition of our newsletter: 
https://nydairyadmin.cce.cornell.edu/pdf/swny_newsletter/pdf470_pdf.pdf (p. 4).  

In the past few weeks, I have been getting reports of high moisture levels for dry hay. High 
moisture compromises the quality of the forage and is also a higher risk for combustion. 
When in doubt, store these bales separate from others to reduce your risk, or preserve 
them through other means such as plastic wrap.  
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