
 

 

 

Growing Degree Days  

Growing Degree Days (GDD) is calculated by taking the average daily temperature and 
subtracting it from the base temperature of a specified plant ((High + Low)/2 - base temp = 
GDD). For corn, we use base 86/50, as corn development starts at 50°F and stops at 86°F. 
Check your location and planting date:  

 

*GDDs accumulated as of 7/17  

Field Observations 

Much of SWNY hasn’t been getting its normal amount of precipitation, sitting around 75% 
of usual. We got a touch of rain this weekend, but it looks like we’ll be getting some more 
tomorrow with some storms in the forecast. I have been seeing corn starting to roll from 
drought stress, plenty of sidedressing happening, and some fields tasseling.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



It’s the time of year that summer seedings are starting to go in. One of the largest 
challenges of seeding down fields this time of year is managing moisture, both from what’s 
available in the soil and predicted rainfall. If soil conditions are dry, it’s often best to delay 
planting until soil moisture is available.  

Also, this time of year I am getting questions about controlling weeds in pastures/hayfields. 
I wrote an article on this some time ago that I figured I would reshare: 
https://swnydlfc.cce.cornell.edu/submission.php?id=1919&crumb=fieldxxcrops|22.   

Our Risk Assessment Field Day in Hamburg is this Thursday, July 23rd. Don’t miss out on a 
free lunch and 2.25 DEC credits! Register at https://tinyurl.com/IPMFieldDayHamburg or 
give me a call. Hope to see you there! 
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