
 

 

 

Growing Degree Days  

Growing Degree Days (GDD) is calculated by taking the average daily temperature and 
subtracting it from the base temperature of a specified plant ((High + Low)/2 - base temp = 
GDD). For corn, we use base 86/50, as corn development starts at 50°F and stops at 86°F. 
Check your location and planting date:  

 

*GDDs accumulated as of 7/24 

Pheromone Traps  

 

Western Bean Cutworm traps got their first flights this week. We’ll be switching CAW over 
to FAW lures.  

Field Observations 

The growing season is moving fast with third cutting entering bunks; and corn silage harvest 
will be here before we know it. John Hanchar out from the NWNY team has put out this 



year’s initial pricing estimate: https://blogs.cornell.edu/nwny-dairy-livestock-field-
crops/2026/07/15/pricing-corn-silage/.  

Reports of leaf diseases have started slowly rolling in, but the biggest news is that tar spot 
has been confirmed in Livingston County this growing season - 
https://corn.ipmpipe.org/tar-spot/. It was reported on July 21st, about a week sooner than 
last year. Many years, we haven’t found it until August, so it’s time to get scouting. Ideal 
spray timing for fungicides in corn is VT to R3. 
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