
 

 

 

Growing Degree Days  

Growing Degree Days (GDD) is calculated by taking the average daily temperature and 
subtracting it from the base temperature of a specified plant ((High + Low)/2 - base temp = 
GDD). For corn, we use base 86/50, as corn development starts at 50°F and stops at 86°F. 
Check your location and planting date:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



This week, we have also started tracking accumulations from tasseling date.  

*GDDs accumulated as of 7/31 

Pheromone Traps  

 

Field Observations 

This week, we continue to see PLH thresholds in alfalfa. Looking at two alfalfa varieties this 
week as part of a variety plot, one leafhopper resistant, one that isn’t, there were some 
stark differences. Both fields were at threshold (>1 PLH/sweep), but there was an almost 6-
inch height difference and leafhopper burn visible.  

Unfortunately, I have been seeing on the news some hay fires recently. Hay stored with 
moisture levels higher than 20% have a higher fire risk. The National Resource, Agriculture, 
and Engineering Service [NRAES] created the following temperature chart outlining further 
actions that may need to be taken depending on the temperature of the hay.  

 

Cornell University and Cornell Integrated Pest Management are seeking input from New 
York field crop producers to better understand current pest management practices, the use 
of Integrated Pest Management (IPM), and how growers make pest management decisions. 
The survey also asks about growers' expectations regarding future pest management 



challenges and management options. Your responses will help identify research priorities, 
guide Extension programming, and improve the information and decision-support 
resources available to New York producers. The survey takes approximately 20 minutes to 
complete and is confidential. 
https://cornell.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6hZGmKLv5REYciW  

https://cornell.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6hZGmKLv5REYciW

