
 

 

 

Growing Degree Days  

Growing Degree Days (GDD) is calculated by taking the average daily temperature and 
subtracting it from the base temperature of a specified plant ((High + Low)/2 - base temp = 
GDD). For corn, we use base 86/50, as corn development starts at 50°F and stops at 86°F. 
Check your location and planting date:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*GDDs accumulated as of 8/7 

 

For silage, we track GDD from silking to help get you in the ballpark for harvest. You still 
should check your crop DM to determine harvest timing.  

Pheromone Traps  

 

Field Observations 

Currently, there is a widespread corn rootworm issue in the eastern/central part of the 
state. Immediate action is having to be taken to manage western corn rootworm beetles, 
leading to a much larger conversation on managing this pest in the future. I haven’t heard 
any reports about WNY yet but be on the lookout for beetles and the classic sign of CRW, 
goose necking.  

We’re starting to see some soybean diseases starting to 
appear. A preliminary report for a sample sent into the 
Plant Disease Diagnostic Clinic last week showed positive 
signs of Northern Soybean Stem Canker and Brown Stem 
Rot. Foliar symptoms of these diseases look similar. Brown 
stem rot is characterized by browning of the pith, shown in 
the photo, whereas for stem canker results in cankers often 
are near nodes.  

Also, there are some events this week and upcoming 
deadlines:  

The deadline for the NY Corn and Soybean Yield Contest 
is August 15th https://nycornsoy.org/yield-contest/about-yield-contest. For the national 
contest (NCGA), entries are due August 12th. https://www.ncga.com/get-involved/yield-
contest.  

https://nycornsoy.org/yield-contest/about-yield-contest
https://www.ncga.com/get-involved/yield-contest
https://www.ncga.com/get-involved/yield-contest


Two events are coming up this week at Rodman Lott & Sons in Seneca Falls as part of the 
New York Ag Showcase:  

- 2026 New York Corn & Soybean Summer Crop Summit on August 12th   
o https://nycornsoy.org/events/2026-summer-crop-summit  

- New York Soil Health Field Day on August 13th  
o https://www.newyorksoilhealth.org/calendar_event/8-13-field-day-at-

rodman-lott-and-son-farms-ny-ag-showcase/  
o CCA and DEC credits are available for this event  

Registration is separate for these events. I’ll be in attendance on Wednesday, so I hope to 
see you there!  
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