
 

 

 

Growing Degree Days  

Growing Degree Days (GDD) is calculated by taking the average daily temperature and 
subtracting it from the base temperature of a specified plant ((High + Low)/2 - base temp = 
GDD). For corn, we use base 86/50, as corn development starts at 50°F and stops at 86°F. 
Check your location and planting date:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*GDDs accumulated as of 8/14 

 

For silage, we track GDD from silking to help get you in the ballpark for harvest. You still 
should check your crop DM to determine harvest timing.  

Pheromone Traps  

 

Field Observations 

Much of the region has been getting some rain over the past week, but rainfall totals are all 
over the board. While much of the region is right on track with normal 30-day precipitation 
percentages, some much needed rainfall has missed Southern Erie County (per the 
Northeast Regional Climate Center).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For many, the warm, humid weather has resulted in many reports of white mold this week. 
If you have a history of white mold in any fields, it’s highly likely that you are going to find it. 



If fields are at or below R3, and not yet canopied, a fungicide can still be used to protect the 
beans. Otherwise, it is not recommended to spray and the window for control has been 
missed.  

Last week, I mentioned Corn Rootworm issues in Central/Eastern NY, and you should still 
be on the lookout. While out scouting last week in Chautauqua County, I was finding lots of 
CRW beetle activity in the silks, and I got a report today from Erie. I got a few questions last 
week asking how serious an issue this is and what the end result could be. With CRW 
feeding on the silks, the most damage will occur if clipping occurs before the corn 
pollinates, as it will impact kernel set. Additionally, the beetles will lay eggs, like the female 

in the picture to the left, which will 
overwinter and feed on roots next year, 
which results in the characteristic 
goosenecking. With our current issue out 
East, much of that corn contains multiple 
Bt traits for CRW protection, which is 
concerning. If you are finding damage, let 
me know, as I would like to check it out. 
Also, let your seed representatives know, 
as many of them are required to report 
issues. 
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