
 

 

 

Growing Degree Days  

Growing Degree Days (GDD) is calculated by taking the average daily temperature and 
subtracting it from the base temperature of a specified plant ((High + Low)/2 - base temp = 
GDD). For corn, we use base 86/50, as corn development starts at 50°F and stops at 86°F. 
Check your location and planting date:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*GDDs accumulated as of 8/28 

 

For silage, we track GDD from silking to help get you in the ballpark for harvest. You still 
should check your crop DM to determine harvest timing.  

Pheromone Traps  

 

Field Observations 

Last week brought some rain and this week is not shaping up to be much different per the 
NRCC. Between rain showers I have been seeing some dry hay come off as well as fourth 
cutting.   

 

 

 



Corn has been looking good with minimal disease 
pressure, but reports have been coming in of Northern 
Corn Leaf Blight. Tar Spot still hasn’t been identified 
outside of Livingston County. Hopefully when these 
diseases do take off it will be too late for any yield 
impact. I did get a call this week about purple sheath 
blight. These lesions, while unsightly, are superficial 
and don’t often breach the stalk rind of the ear.  

Corn silage estimates are starting to come in slowly, 
some based on GDD tools. While it can be useful to 
help gage timing, it’s not a tool that should be used 
solely to plan harvest timing. This year it appears that 
silage harvest will be drawn out quite significantly, with 
some sharing dry down concerns for grain acreage. There is some promise for desirable 
conditions through the fall, with a 50-60% chance of above normal temperatures for the 
first week of September. The 3-month outlook currently shows a 33-40% chance of below 
normal precipitation and above normal temperatures. 

 

Also, there is a greater than 90% chance of a very strong El Niño during September-
November through November-January 2026-27.  

 



 


