
 

 

 

Growing Degree Days  

Growing Degree Days (GDD) is calculated by taking the average daily temperature and 
subtracting it from the base temperature of a specified plant ((High + Low)/2 - base temp = 
GDD). For corn, we use base 86/50, as corn development starts at 50°F and stops at 86°F. 
Check your location and planting date:  



*GDDs accumulated as of 9/4 

 

For silage, we track GDD from silking to help get you in the ballpark for harvest. You still 
should check your crop DM to determine harvest timing.  

Pheromone Traps  

 

Field Observations 

Labor Day has passed and the solstice is right around the corner which means it’s go time 
for corn silage harvest. With planting dates stretched throughout the spring that may result 
in variability, delayed maturity, and different crop stages, check out these applicable 
articles from years past from Joe Lawrence, PRO-DAIRY.  

Corn silage 2019: Two different crops 

Corn silage harvest: An exercise in patience (2023) 

Corn silage harvest toolkit: 2023 edition 

Forage shrink costs more when inputs are high (2022) 

A few weeks ago I mentioned corn rootworm pressure east of here. Based on grower 
reports, 22 fields and over 2,000 acres have been impacted over 4 counties by root injury 
and goosenecking. Pest pressure was found here in the southern tier as well but no 
thresholds were identified. Below is an aerial photograph of Western Corn Rootworm 
damage from Tully (Onondaga Co.) during the 2026 season. 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcals.cornell.edu%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2020-10%2Fcorn-silage-2019-two-different-crops.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Ckm753%40cornell.edu%7C9ff1feea6a50455832f508df079c38b3%7C5d7e43661b9b45cf8e79b14b27df46e1%7C0%7C0%7C639238039716822840%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1Xtp6oOGjolCRoHJwmDcJx2VISymDxuAmqVt%2Fz2yxt0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fecommons.cornell.edu%2Fbitstream%2Fhandle%2F1813%2F113367%2FCorn%2520silage%2520harvest%2520requires%2520patiences%25208.2023.pdf%3Fsequence%3D2%26isAllowed%3Dy&data=05%7C02%7Ckm753%40cornell.edu%7C9ff1feea6a50455832f508df079c38b3%7C5d7e43661b9b45cf8e79b14b27df46e1%7C0%7C0%7C639238039716849069%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BiWF1Lh82Ps0Vjv447XgdM9Op3kgG3%2FO8hj%2ByKCqju8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcals.cornell.edu%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2023-07%2F2023-corn-silage-harvest.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Ckm753%40cornell.edu%7C9ff1feea6a50455832f508df079c38b3%7C5d7e43661b9b45cf8e79b14b27df46e1%7C0%7C0%7C639238039716868318%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rpYUeKyxuRAxUIHealdo9vg3L0m5JdN7fU5jxmYlKxs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fecommons.cornell.edu%2Fhandle%2F1813%2F111157&data=05%7C02%7Ckm753%40cornell.edu%7C9ff1feea6a50455832f508df079c38b3%7C5d7e43661b9b45cf8e79b14b27df46e1%7C0%7C0%7C639238039716893742%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=c%2B2W6qHF2qfEqQGFeeIPv2nv5DF7vPwktOGAbJyrioo%3D&reserved=0


 

Photo: Ben Rogers, Pioneer 
 

Lastly, last week brought some damaging storms to the area. The last I read; there were 8 
confirmed tornadoes in Western NY and a plethora of wind related damages. While it 
seems as though SWNY avoided the brunt of damage, I was seeing some lodged crops on 
my travels. If you experienced damage, please see the below reporting resources.  

Recovery Resources: 

• Disaster Recovery Resources: https://eden.cce.cornell.edu/preparedness-recovery/ 
• Flooding Resources: https://eden.cce.cornell.edu/natural-hazards/flooding/ 

 

Ag Land Damage Reporting: 

If agricultural lands, crops, livestock operations, buildings, or other agricultural facilities 
sustained damage, please report impacts through the New York State Department of 
Agriculture & Markets Agriculture Sector Disaster Damage Portal: 

https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/8c5bf33f24c8432e9d6550dabb18c207 

NYS Agriculture & Markets uses information from this survey to help assess impacts, 
deploy available resources, and support consideration of requests for state and federal 
assistance for affected agricultural communities. 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feden.cce.cornell.edu%2Fpreparedness-recovery%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckm753%40cornell.edu%7Ccb65d1599f8f4bffab8808df0aa97e9f%7C5d7e43661b9b45cf8e79b14b27df46e1%7C0%7C0%7C639241395222620156%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=j2bTcZm1zx6T4VvtDq1PnHSwHhPtCquaWOC%2FbO9hy0Y%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feden.cce.cornell.edu%2Fnatural-hazards%2Fflooding%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckm753%40cornell.edu%7Ccb65d1599f8f4bffab8808df0aa97e9f%7C5d7e43661b9b45cf8e79b14b27df46e1%7C0%7C0%7C639241395222648102%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=asSYxw%2BQklFgJwvroOoD9slVqlzZtGb9BgslsJG04Vo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsurvey123.arcgis.com%2Fshare%2F8c5bf33f24c8432e9d6550dabb18c207&data=05%7C02%7Ckm753%40cornell.edu%7Ccb65d1599f8f4bffab8808df0aa97e9f%7C5d7e43661b9b45cf8e79b14b27df46e1%7C0%7C0%7C639241395222667940%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oWxkZe01Uf0wH6nnHGiNFf2WzWZTdK7W%2BWyZS2n6RVk%3D&reserved=0

