
 

 

 

Growing Degree Days  

Growing Degree Days (GDD) is calculated by taking the average daily temperature and 
subtracting it from the base temperature of a specified plant ((High + Low)/2 - base temp = 
GDD). For corn, we use base 86/50, as corn development starts at 50°F and stops at 86°F. 
Check your location and planting date:  



*GDDs accumulated as of 9/11 

 

For silage, we track GDD from silking to help get you in the ballpark for harvest. You still 
should check your crop DM to determine harvest timing.  

Pheromone Traps  

Pheromone traps have been pulled for the season.  

Field Observations 

Personally, I am apart of the group of people who feel that pumpkin-spice everything is now 
socially acceptable, especially with these cooler nights that feel like autumn. We’re only a 
week away from the fall equinox, and it certainly feels that way with these silage piles 
starting. Here are some quick harvest thoughts:  

- Prediction models such as Climate Smart Farming’s Growing Degree Tool can be a 
useful tool for helping indicate harvest timing but should not be used alone. 
Visualizing crop stage and testing dry matter of your crop is important, as research 
shows weather patterns and crop health can cause differing maturity between the 
plant and kernel. Basing harvest decisions on indicators such as firing up of leaves 
can be a misleading indicator.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



- Tons per acre out of the field and tons of good feed reaching the cow are not equal. 
This table shows the adjustment of a 4 percent unit change in shrink and how it 
equates to nutrition for the cow. These results have remained consistent, even for 
the same set of hybrids planted on the same date but harvested a week apart.  

- After managing yields and the quality you want, storage presents one of the biggest 
opportunities and challenges. In addition to harvesting at the right dry matter, 
ensiling properly to avoid excessive shrink is crucial.  Pack well to achieve a high 
density and consider using bacterial inoculants. 

Recently, I have been getting all the calls about controlling weeds in pastures so I wanted 
to share this article I wrote a couple years back.  
https://swnydlfc.cce.cornell.edu/submission.php?id=1919&crumb=fieldxxcrops|22  

Since knapweed has been one of the specific weeds I am getting calls about, here’s an 
article specific to this pesky weed.  

https://swnydlfc.cce.cornell.edu/submission.php?id=2051&crumb=fieldxxcrops|22  

This summer, there have been limited reports of diseases in corn. To be expected, things 
like northern corn leaf blight have been found, but it’s been a quiet disease season. Tar 
spot is just starting to make its appearance in more counties, but we are well past the 
window of any concern.  

We hope you have a safe and successful harvest season! 
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