
 

 

 

Growing Degree Days  

Growing Degree Days (GDD) is calculated by taking the average daily temperature and 
subtracting it from the base temperature of a specified plant ((High + Low)/2 - base temp = 
GDD). For corn, we use base 86/50, as corn development starts at 50°F and stops at 86°F. 
Check your location and planting date:  



*GDDs accumulated as of 9/18 

 

For silage, we track GDD from silking to help get you in the ballpark for harvest. You still 
should check your crop DM to determine harvest timing.  

Field Observations 

We shall remember the 21st night of September as the last official Field Crop Finds report 
for the season. I have been seeing final cuttings of hay being taken off, wheat ground 
prepped and planted, and we will be seeing a big push for getting corn silage into bunks. If 
any major concerns arise throughout the rest of the fall, I will send updates as needed.  

As you harvest corn, be on the lookout for any potential concerns; concerning diseases, 
goosenecking, etc. Additionally, Cornell University’s Field Crops Pathology Lab is working 
to update and expand their Fusarium graminearum (Gibberella ear rot) population 
genomics dataset. If you have recent or recurring issues with GER, give me a call so we can 
collect samples.  

I will leave you all with some outlooks from the Northeast Regional Climate Center (on the 
next page). The first shows the outlook for the following week starting Thursday, and the 
second shows the 3-month outlook.  

Stay safe out there!  



 

 

 

 


