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End-of-Season Combine Clean-out Recommendations

For many growers in Southwest New York, fall harvest is coming to an end. Now is the time to
prepare harvest equipment for winter storage. Proper post-harvest preparation includes cleaning all
parts of the combine, including the head, feeder-house, rock trap, concaves, cleaning shoes,
elevators, grain bin, unloading auger, chopper, rear axle, and chassis before entering storage. These
can help reduce the likelihood of animals nesting in the equipment which can lead to electrical
damage resulting in fire, improves the function and longevity of parts, and puts a closure to the 2020
growing season. A full combine clean-out protocol is available at the North Central Agriculture and
Natural Resource Academy. If you have questions about combine clean-out or have noticed a field
with significant pest pressure, contact Josh Putman at 716-490-5572 or jap473@cornell.edu.

Virtual Dairy Feed Dealer Seminar
The Feed Dealer Seminars are specifically targeted for nutritionists, veterinarians, crop and

management consultants, extension educators, and dairy producers with specific interest in
nutrition-oriented topics. Presentations blend the latest concepts in feeding and other management

aspects of dairies with field level application. The seminar will take place on December 9th, 2020
with a morning session from 8-10:30am and an evening session from 6:30-9pm. The same
information will be presented in both. There is no cost to attend, but pre-registration is required.
Links to join the live presentations will be shared after submitting registration. Registration is
available here.

Thinking of Starting a Red Meat Packing Plant in NYS?
2020 has been a challenging year for livestock farmers and red meat packers in NY. With many

packers already booked solidly for 2021, livestock farmers are feeling panicked about how to get
their animals harvested in a timely way. This has driven unprecedented interest in opening new
slaughterhouse facilities in the state. But anyone who does not already have a strong background
and expertise in the industry faces a steep learning curve, with high risk and a large investment of
money. This free webinar will lay out some of the primary considerations for opening a red meat
slaughter and processing facility, from infrastructure to regulations and from labor to financing.
Presenter Marty Broccoli of Cornell Cooperative Extension in Oneida County has 40 years of
experience in the meat packing industry, and provides technical assistance for new plants in NY.
Keith Schrader is a long-time beef farmer who owns Schrader Farms Meat Market, a USDA
slaughterhouse in Romulus, NY. Both will share key tips and lessons learned, with ample time for
Q&A. Register here for this event!

Spotted Lanternfly Confirmed Found in NYS
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The Spotted Lanternfly, a foreign pest known to be highly destructive in crops including maple trees,
apple trees, grape vines, and hops, has been identified on Staten Island, areas of the Hudson Valley,
and in the Southern Tier. Monitoring is ongoing, and the public is urged to continue to report
findings of the insects and egg masses through the colder months to Ag and Markets at
spottedlanternfly@agriculture.ny.gov. Early reporting can help with the development of targeted
management plans to slow the establishment and spread of this insect. More on identification
characteristics and reporting can be found here.

Cornell Discussion Group on Commercial Small Ruminant Management Formed

This discussion group was formed to connect sheep and goat farmers, extension staff, researchers,
and service providers to share experiences and information on sheep and goat management. The
group will focus on commercial production of all types including goat and sheep dairies, solar array
grazers, traditional meat and fiber operations and grass-fed farms. This discussion group will meet
virtually via ZOOM at 7:30 pm on the third Thursday of every month. The first meeting will be
November 19th at 7:30 pm to focus on "winter feeding". If you are interested in participating in this

discussion group, please fill out this online Google Form!

Onboarding Webinar Series
Cornell Ag Workforce Development is partnering with Cornell Cooperative Extension to offer a one-

hour three-session Onboarding Webinar Series via Zoom on December 2, 9, and 16. Register

at tinyurl.com/Onboarding-Webinar-Series. The first days and weeks on the job set the course for a
new employee. A successful onboarding program can be an essential tool to help reduce employee
turnover, increase employee safety and productivity, and contribute to a farm’s success.

Apply Now for USDA’s Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds farmers and ranchers

that the deadline to apply for the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2 (CFAP 2) is Dec. 11, 2020.
This program provides direct relief to producers who continue to face market disruptions and
associated costs because of COVID-19. If you applied for CFAP 1, you are NOT automatically signed
up for CFAP2, you must reapply with your local FSA office. A full list of eligible commodities can be
found here. For more information, or to apply, visit www.farmers.gov/cfap or contact your local FSA
office. In the Southwest NY region, the county offices can be reached at: Allegany (585) 268-5133;
Cattaraugus (716) 699-2375; Chautauqua (716) 664-2351; Erie (716) 652-1400; Steuben (607) 776-
7398.

Upcoming Events
Our team has been keeping our events page on our website as up to date as possible. You'll find

SWNYDLFC generated programming and more. Several of our industry partners have been providing
helpful webinars to help keep producers up-to-date while also addressing seasonal needs.

You are receiving this email because you have enrolled/subscribed to the SWNY Dairy, Livestock, and
Field Crops Program through your local county extension office or through our contact form. To
discontinue receiving updates from our program, simply reply to this email with “stop”. If you have
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any questions, please reach out. If you know of someone who would benefit from our team’s
resources or is interested in learning more, please share the online contact form available at:
https://cornell.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eVG2c8yOBtXaRgx

IMPORTANT NOTE FROM OUR TEAM: Cornell Cooperative Extension’s Southwest New York Dairy,
Livestock, and Field Crops Program prioritizes the health, safety, and well-being of our staff,
constituents, and community members. We are dedicated to continuing our exceptional
programming and support services for the agricultural community in our region during this time
of uncertainty. Our team is continuing to answer requests for phone, email, and mail consultations
while developing research-based virtual programming and resources to support our farm businesses.
We are still able to travel throughout the region to conduct on-farm visits and research while
following proper social distancing guidelines. We continue to communicate via weekly email updates
and have increased our paper mailings. We are proud to be in positions where we can help farmers
manage their businesses during this time and hope that you and your family stay safe and healthy!

Alycia Drwencke

Dairy Management Specialist

Cornell Cooperative Extension

SWNY Dairy, Livestock & Field Crops

Amd453@cornell.edu |swnydlfc.cce.cornell.edu | 517.416.0386

Pronouns: She/her/hers
Cornell Cooperative Extension is an equal opportunity, affirmative action educator and employer.

COVID-19 response:

Need information? View the following Cornell CALS and CCE Resource Pages Updated Regularly
General Questions & Links:

https://eden.cce.cornell.edu

Food Production, Processing & Safety Questions:
https://instituteforfoodsafety.cornell.edu/coronavirus-covid-19
Employment & Agricultural Workforce Questions:
http://agworkforce.cals.cornell.edu

Cornell Small Farms Resiliency Resources:
https://smallfarms.cornell.edu/resources/farm-resilience
Financial & Mental Health Resources for Farmers:
https://www.nyfarmnet.or

Cornell Farmworker Program

www.farmworkers.cornell.edu

www.trabajadores.cornell.edu (en espanol)
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