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Loading ramps for tractor trailers or straight trucks can be placed directly off the working chute or out of the 
holding pen. Cattle will move easiest on a ramp with 12” run and 4” rise.  
 
 

Table 1. Corral and Working Facility Dimensions 
 To 600 lb 600-1200, lb >1200 lb and Cow/calf 
Pen space, sq ft/head) 14 17 20 
Crowding tub, sq ft/head) 6 10 12 
    
Working chute-vertical sides    
     Width, in 18 20-24 26-30 
     Minimum length, ft 20 20 20 
Working chute-sloping sides    
     Width at bottom, in 13 15 16 
     Width at top, in 20 24 28 
     Minimum length, ft 20 20 20 
Working chute fence    
     Height, - minimum, in 45 50 60 
     Depth of posts – minimum, inches 30 30 30 
Corral fence    
     Height, in 60 60 60 
     Depth of posts – minimum, inches 30 30 30 
Loading chute    
     Height, stock trailer, in   15 
     Height, pickup truck, in   28 
     Height, straight truck, in   40 
     Height, semi-truck, in   48 
     Width, in 26 26 26-30 
     Length – minimum, ft 12 12 12 
     Rise, in/ft 3 ½ 3 ½ 3 ½ 
Dimensions from Corral and Working Facilities for Beef Cattle, GPE – 5002 
 
References 
 
Beef Housing and Equipment Handbook. 1986. Midwest Plan Service. 4th Edition. 
 
Facilities for Beef Cattle. 1980. Cornell Beef Production Reference Manual. FS 6000. 
 
Handling Facilities for Beef Cattle. SP690. University of Tennessee. 
 
The Cattle Industry’s Guidelines for the Care and Handling of Cattle. National Cattlemen’s Beef Association 
and Beef Quality Assurance. 
 


