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Where do beef cows fit?
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Factors Favorable For Cow-calf
Production

Utilizing land not suitable for grain production
Utilize low-quality forage

Outlet for by-product feeds
Sustainable on homegrown feeds
Recycling nutrients




Where do beef cows fit?

1.Lifestyle
2.5urplus resources

3.Full time
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Markets

1.Commodity

2. Specialty
a. Freezer trade
b. “Natural”
c. Pasture finished

d. Organic
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Registered or commercial?
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Registered or commercial?

Item Purebred Commercial
No. of breeds Usually one Can be several

Product Seedstock Feeder cattle
Capital investment  Large moderate
Selection Intensive Less intensive
Farmstead Neat and tidy Not important
Labor Most less
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Full or Part-time?

Depends on the market: commodity or specialty
(Specialty: freezer trade, natural, pasture finished)

Full time: 150+ head
Part-time: <150 head
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Which breed?
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British Breeds

Maternal

*Milk

Small mature size
Light muscle
«Slow growth

*Marbling




Continental Breeds

*Paternal

*Growth rate
sLarge mature size
Heavy muscle




How much land?
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1300 Ib x 0.02 = 26 Ib/day




26 |b x 365 days = 4.3t




Other reguirements.
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SPECIFICATIONS

Conductors: GoldCote or GreenCote Barbed Wire
Line Posts: Steel or Wood

Corner/End Posts: Steel or Wood

Diagrams courtesy of Premier
http://www.premierlsupplies.com/




Diagrams courtesy of Premier
http://www.premierlsupplies.com/




Diagrams courtesy of Premier
http://www.premierlsupplies.com/




Animal Housing

Feed storage
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625-825 ft3 per cow on 30 ft barn,
need 1ft of length per cow
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“Atlantic Beef’” 2006 17(1):30







Handling

Facilities













Average November Price of 550 |Ib. Feeder
Calves
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Cow/calf Returns

1990-2007, average $45/cow




Cost-Return Projection -- Beef Cow-Calf Enterprise (Per Cow)

AVG Min Max
VARIABLE COST PER COW:

Feed costs
Summer Pasture 86 45 125
Hay--Forage 116 92 174
Other feed 8 6 10
Protein and Mineral 18 8 37
Total Feed Costs $227 $166 $264
Hired Labor, Custom Hire 20 0 50
Veterinary, Drugs, and
Supplies 17 9 25
Utilities, Fuel, and Oll 9 0 21
Facilities and Equipment
Repairs 14 0) 27
Breeding Charge 8 0 15
Marketing 14 8 20
Miscellaneous 12 7 19
Interest 6 0 12
TOTAL VARIABLE COSTS $321 $232 $392




Cost-Return Projection -- Beef Cow-Calf Enterprise (Per Cow)

AVG
FIXED COSTS PER COW
Depreciation 13
Interest, insurance 83
Miscellaneous 10

TOTAL FIXED COSTS $106

TOTAL ALL COSTS $426
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19
140
41
$163

$482




Cost-Return Projection -- Beef Cow-Calf Enterprise (Per Cow)

RETURNS PER COW AVG Min Max
Steers 238 218 248
Heifers 122 117 125
Cull cows 69 53 94
Cull heifers 35 34 35

TOTAL RECEIPTS $463 $450  $486

RETURNS OVER TOTAL COSTS  $36 $4 $78
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Cash Costs-Cow calf enterprise

Interest

Miscellaneous

Marketing

Breeding Charge
Facilities and Equipment
Repairs Summer Pasture
Utilities, Fuel, and Oil
Veterinary, Drugs, and
Supplies
Hired Labor, Custom Hire

Protein and Mineral

Other feed

Hay--Forage
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Sources of Information

1. Cooperative Extension
2. Beef producer organizations
3. Internet
4. Trade magazines
a. Drovers Journal
b. Beef Today
c. BEEF

Beef Production 101







